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Rabin ready to trade 
settlements for peace 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
said before a renewed Middle 
Jrgst peace shuttle by Washing- 
ton that be would dismantle 
Jewish settlements on all occu- 
pied Arab territory in return 
for 


le also sma he hoped to sign 
the stalled accord with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) on limited Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the Gaza Strip 
arid Jericho by mid-May. 

7 -Mr. Rabin, who angered set- 
tlors on tiie Golan Heights on 
Thursday by saying he would 
iiproot them for peace, said his 
remarks also applied to settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

•-Mr. Rabin said he was mere- 
ly restating long-standing poli- 
cy but the timing seems certain 
ti> please U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher who 
embarks on his fourth peace 
mission to Israel and its Arab 
neighbours on Sunday. 

■ Mr. Christopher, while 
frying to dampen expectations 
of- a breakthrough, hopes to 
revive talks with Syria stalled 
since the Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre. He also wants to see the 
delayed Israeli troop with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho 
carried out. 

' “If you read interviews with 
mt that were conducted in the 
past, you wOl see that I said 
that for security I would not 


evacuate settlements for 
peace, yes." Mr. Rabin told 
Israel Radio in remarks broad- 
cast on Friday. 

“I replied (on Thursday) to a 
question in general on the issue 
of evacuating settlements 
which a Golan Heights settler 
happened to ask. My reply 
reflected by general position 
with regard to Gaza, Judea and 
Samaria and tbe Golan 
Heights," Mr. Rabin said. 
Judea and Samaria are the 
Israeli-given names for the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Rabin's comments 
further incensed tbe more than 
100,000 settlers who fear they 
win be part of tbe price of 
peace. 

“He is prepared to evacuate 
everywhere, settler spokes- 
man Michael Wasserteil said. 
“(Rabin’s) statement is new 
for those who didn’t know him 
before, this time be didn’t lie.” 
be added. 

Ever since tbe massacre of 
more than 30 Arabs by a settler 
in Hebron in February and 
subsequent Arab guerrilla re- 
prisals inside pre-1967 Israel, 
Mr. Rabin has been signalling 
that settlers whom he does not 
regard as serving Israeli in- 
terests may have to go. 

“Whatever areas that we will 
decide for peace to vacate, I 
believe I will not ask the Israeli 
settlers to stay there,” Mr. 
Rabin told reporters in Tel 


Aviv on Friday. “I don’t fed 
that it will be responsible on. 
tbe part of Israel to tell Israelis 
‘live' there under Arab 
sovereignty*.” 

Mr. Rabin met negotiators 
and cabinet ministers on Fri- 
day to review the talks with the 
PLO in Cairo on self-rule 
which should have been im- 
plemented by April 13. 

“There is progress in the 
negotiations in Cairo, teas in 
Paris about the economic 
issues and, therefore, I believe, 
that we are moving ahead,” 
Mr. Rabin said in Td Aviv. “I 
hope that by mid-May we 
m i g h t reach an agreement... 
the implementation will raW» 
two to three weeks once tbe 
agreement will be signed,” he 


Mr. Rabin’s remarks about 
tbe Golan seem aimed at giv- 
ing Mr. Christopher an open- 
ing in talks with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AI Assad. 
Washington is eager to revive 
the Israel-Syria track as soon 
as the deal with the PLO is 
completed. 

Mr. Rabin stopped short of 
Syria’s demand for a full Israeli 
withdrawal from tbe strategic 
plateau. But Mr. Rabin said 
peace was of greater value to 
Israel’s security than a group of 
settlements. 

In a rare moment he refer- 
red to Syrian soil on the Golan. 


Peres, Arafat end talks 
with final deal in sight 


BUCHAREST (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres ended a 
Series of meetings in Bucharest 
on Friday with a final agree- 
ment on implementing tbe 
Palestinian self-rale in sight. 

: “I think we cleared the air of 
. lots of misunderstandings,” 
P* Mr. Peres told reporters after 
the overnight conclusion of 
*5 * heir fihh negotiating session 
since arriving in the Romanian 
capital mi Wednesday. 

“On die first day, we found 
Arafat in a mood as if all his 
ships had sunk at sea,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat left Bucharest on 
Friday for Tunis. 

- Israel's top negotiator at 
i&i self-rule talks in Cairo said 
Israeli soldiers would pull out 
i & of the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
within three weeks of signing a 
final autonomy deal for the 
areas. 

’“The negotiator, Major- 
... General Amnon Shahak, said 

a> 

V' 

*** 
fan* 
a 1 *. 

■ W*' _ 

"J CONDON (Agencies) — 
■ jfi Amnesty International is 
<lS r urging the Israeli government 


V 

iite : 
ftp 
; 1= 
Off!- 

at' 

■octf 

I®* 


months of lengthy talks would 
end in agreement soon. 

NeitbeF Mr. Arafat or Mr. 
Feres would commit publicly 
to a signing date, although 
both said it was fast 
approaching. 

“We hope we have' some 
concrete results next week,” 
Mr. Arafat said about the 
Cairo talks which adjourned 
untO Sunday. “And we hope 
we wOl have the final agree- 
ment.” 

Mr. Peres said some details 
sealing a draft peace accord 
signed in September still 
needed to be worked out 

Briefing reporters who 
accompanied him to 
Bucharest, he said negotiators 
bad yet to set tbe scope of 
Palestinian law in the self-rule 
areas, airspace and sea limits 
and tbe composition of a 
Palestinian administrative 
council. 

But he said: “We are trying 
to organise so to speak the last 
chapter of our negotiations.” 


Mr. Peres declined to rule 
out the possibility be and Mr. 
Arafat would meet in Cairo 
next week if their intervention 
was needed to wrap up tbe deal 
outlined in the Israel-PLO 
peace accord signed in Septem- 
ber. 

“If it is necessary, Arafat 
and I will come to Cairo,” Mr. 
Peres said. “I hope we won't 
have to.” 

Mr. Peres said that in effect 
the negotiations had moved 
into their final stage — discus- 
sion of how to organise “an 
overlapping period” between 
the signing of an accord and 
final handover of Gaza and 
Jericho to the Palestinians. 

He said three subcommittees 
would go to work in Cairo on 
arranging the handover of con- 
trol in Gaza and Jericho. 

Tbe first group would deal 
with security matters, the 
second with joint Israel-PLO 
patrols and the third with 

(Continued on page 5) 


Amnesty demands end to 
‘systematic Israeli torture’ 


ifti 


if to stop “systematic torture or 


ill-treatment 


of detainees 


held by the army. 
e ^i 7 ■ “Thousands of detainees are 
!' arrested and held on security 
r* grounds every year in Israel 
and the occupied territories 
and most are subjected to 
t5S V methods of interrogation 
amounting to torture or ni- 
' e Z treatment,” Amnesty Intema- 
fr’o tional said in a statement re- 
f leased Friday. 

“The Israeli army, the GSS 
(General Security Service) and 
!***.• tfie police have all been re- 
A ,s 4 " sponsible and medical person- 
^.yu^l have apparently cooper- 
tf* /Sted.” 

,ur^.- " The statement was released 
in advance of Monday’s meet- 
5$T»iag m Geneva, Switzerland, of 
tic^vfbp U.N. committee against 
i 4fl ^torture, which will be ex am i n - 
-£(i /J-lng the Israeli government’s 
fi ^ report on its compliance with 
\e *Ktbe U.N. convention barring 
lb* 1 .. ‘KSrture. 

"v. Amnesty International said 
was particularly concerned 


tfjb’y what it described as secret 
TO „ 

ei 1 ri™, oiimu “a moderate 


[ 1<GSS guidelines for intenoga- 
. iTtion, which allow 


degree of physical pressure.’ 

“We believe that either the 
official guidelines for inter- 
rogation ultimately endorse 
torture or ill-treatment, or 
Israeli officials have extensive- 
ly violated such guidelines with 
impunity,” the statement said. 

Israel denied the charges, 
bat an official said “pressure 
tactics” were necessary to foil 
bombing attacks. 

“There is no systematic tor- 
ture of detainees,” Uri Dromi, 
a government spokesman, said 
in response to the statement, 
adding that there “were strict 
rules” to ensure proper treat- 
ment of prisoners. 

Mr. Dromi contended that 
sometimes security agents had 
to resort to tough measures to 
try to uncover plans for bomb- 
ing attacks so they could be 
prevented. 

‘ “Amnesty International is 
particularly disturbed by secret 
guidelines for interrogation by 
me General Security Service, 
which allow the exertion of a 
moderate measure of physical 
pressure* as ‘official policy/ 
the human rights group said. 
“The Landau Commission of 
Inquiry, which first drew up 
such guidelines in October 


1987, stressed in its public re- 
port that ‘the pressure must 
never reach the level of physic- 
al torture or maltreatment of 
the suspect or grievous harm to 
his honour which deprives him 
of his human dignity.' Howev- 
er, it dearly endorsed ‘slapping 
a suspect’s face, or threatening 
him’.” 

“The risk of torture of de- 
tainees in the occupied terri- 
tories is heightened by the 
practice of prolonged incom- 
municado detention. Unlike in 
Israel where safeguards for de- 
tainees are stronger, in tbe 
occupied territories adult poli- 
tical detainees accused of se- 
rious offenses are normally 
held without access to a judge 
for the legal maximum of 18 
days. They are denied access to 
lawyers and relatives for longer 
periods, usually until the inter- 
rogation is over,” Amnesty 
sakL 

Amnesty International re- 
commended nine measures to 
the Israeli government for the 
introduction of safeguards 
against torture or ill-treatment 
including: prompt access to 
judges, lawyers, doctors and 

(CoBtisned on page 5) 



Palestinian women argue with an Israeli soldier as they are prevented from entering an 
Jerusalem (AFP photo) 


King leaves hospital 
after minor surgery 


LONDON (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein left 
hospital on Friday after 
undergoing a successful op- 
eration in his left ear. 

Upon departure from the 
hospital, the King was 
accompanied by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and senior offi- 
cials. 

The King’s private doctor. 
Samir Farraj. said Thursday 
King Hussein underwent a 
minor surgery and that he 
was in good condition. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and other 
senior officials sent congra- 
tulatory cables to the King, 
wishing him speedy recovery 
and safe return home. 



New arrests after 
Hamas claims killing 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israeli troops arrested 
Hamas’ activists in Hebron on 
Friday, after the group claimed 
responsibility for killing an 
Israeli soldier the same day 
Palestinian exiles belonging to 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) triumphantly 
returned to the Gaza Strip. 

The arrests and returns came 
as the armed underground 
groups attached to Hamas and 
the PLO announced that they 
had signed a ceasefire agree- 
ment m the Gaza Strip (see 
separate story). 

The families of three senior 
Hamas members, Aziz 
Duweik, Halrim Afishe and 
Hissam Jabr told Palestinian 
reporters that troops arrested 
all three on Friday morning. 
There were other unconfirmed 
reports of anests. 

A security sweep of die West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip on 
Tuesday put 362 activists in 
fundamentalist Islamic groups 
behind bars. 

All three men arrested Fri- 
day were among 400 Palesti- 
nians Israel expelled to Leba- 
non for one y ear in Dec. 1992 
in response to a wave of 
attacks. 

An anonymous caller to 
Israel Radio's Arabic service 
on Friday claimed that Hamas 
activists stabbed an Israeli sol- 
dier to death. 

Tbe body of Shachar Simani 
was found Thursday in a West 


Bank village on the outskirts of 
Jerusalem. He had eight knife 
wonnds in the back. 

Previous attacks by Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad, both 
opposed to the Israel-PLO 
autonomy accord, have left 13 
Israelis dead and about 80 
wounded this month. 

A masked member of 
Hamas also announced the 
claim through a loudspeaker 
after Friday prayers outside a 
mosque in Gaza City. 

“Hamas’ Izzedin AI Kassam 
group is responsible for the 
capture and killing of the sol- 
dier,” he shouted. AI Kassam 
is the armed wing of Hamas. 

“AI Kassam also seized his 
M-16 gun. his identity card and 
other documents, then 
dumped his body." 

The killing was a reprisal for 
Israel’s arrest of Hamas mem- 
bers, the masked man said. 

Nearly 300 Palestinians pro- 
tested m the dty on Friday 
against Israel’s detention of 
nearly 500 activists in a bid to 
break up the Hamas network. 

Hamas also claimed respon- 
sibility for an attack earlier this 
week in which two Jewish set- 
tiers were shot and wounded 
on the Gaza Strip. 

It said the attack was tbe 
“first, swift response against 
continued Israeli arrests of its 
members.” 

Hamas suicide bombers 
blew up two buses on April 6 
and 13, killing 12 Israelis. 


Fateh, Hamas sign 
no-violence accord 


GAZA Cll Y, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Leaders of 
Yasser Arafat’s Fateh move- 
ment and the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas bailed 
a cooperation deal between 
their armed wings on Friday, 
but Israel remained silent. 

“I consider it an agreement 
between Fateh and Hamas, not 
just the armed wings, because 
the Hawks are not separate 
from Fateh and Al Qassam is 
not separate from Hamas,” 
said Ahmad Hfiles, a member 
of Fateh's higber committee on 
the Gaza Strip. 

The Hawks and Izzedin Al 
Qassam agreed to halt interne- 
cine violence and to cooperate 
for the first time in a bid to 
strengthen Palestinian unity 
for the start of self-rule m the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

They also declared a one- 
month amnesty for collabor- 
ators. 

Mr. Hiiles stressed the 
agreement was not political. 
“It is only an agreement con- 
cerning daily issues,” he said. 

Internally there are no ma- 
jor differences over which we 
need to fight. Security and 
stability are the most impor- 
tant things for us. 

“Why should Israel take me- 
asures against this? he asked. 
“The Israeli government is free 
to cooperate with any party, so 
we should have the same free- 
dom. 

“This agreement makes it 
easier for us to sort out our 
problems. I am sure people 
will be very happy with this 
news, such an agreement has 
been long awaited.” 

’ Mahmoud Zahar, a Hamas 
spokesman, said: “It’s a very 


positive agreement which will 
regulate relationships between 
the two parties. 

“I hope this agreement will 
be followed throughout the 
territories because with agree- 
ments like this the Palestinian 
people can avoid many of their 
internal problems.” 

Amar Suwany, a leading 
Hamas supporter, warned: 
‘This does not mean we will 
stop our resistance to Israeli 
occupation.” 

Israel has voiced strong con- 
cern since Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Hamas officials began a dia- 
logue in Gaza more than two 
weeks ago. 

But Israeli officials main- 
tained an uncharacteristically 
stony silence hours after news 
of the deal broke. Israel Radio 
waited more than six hours to 
report the agreement. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres warned on April 13 that 
negotiations to implement 
autonomy would be off if 
Fateh entered into a deal with 
Hamas. 

Environment Minister Yossi 
Sand added last Sunday: “The 
PLO is really footing itself if it 
thinks it can divide up the roles 
and allow Hamas to cany out 
tcrorism against Israel. If the 
PLO makes an agreement with 
Hamas there will be no agree- 
ment with us.” 

Fateh officials said the six- 
point agreement (see page 2) 
between the military wings of 
Fateh and Hamas was the first 
such accord in the Gaza Strip. 

“After careful examination 
of the issue of collaborators, 
the movements of Fateh and 

(Continued on page 5 ) 


Solution to Aqaba siege unlikely 
this week despite U.S. pledges 


By Aynuun Al Safedf 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
United States are unlikely to 
resolve their conflict over tbe 
U.S.-led naval blockade of 
Aqaba this week despite assur- 
ances by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher that 
he will present His Majesty 
King Hussein with “some sug- 
gestions” to ease the burden 
on Jordan of the sanctions 
against Iraq, sources said Fri- 
day. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
any resolution to the dispute 
anil have to be worked out in 
the Washington-based negotia- 
tions of tbe Jordanian proposal 
to replace the sea-inspections- 
of Aqaba-bound shipping with 
onshore inspection by die Brit- 
ish company Lloyds Register. 
Blit negotiators are unlikely tor 
reach a final agreement by 
Monday when Mr. Christopher 
is scheduled to meet with King 
Hussein in London, the 
sources said. 

Jordan made its proposal in 
January after rejecting a U.S. 


proposal in August to have the 
international naval forces en- 
forcing the embargo on Iraq 
conduct their inspection in 
Aqaba as an encroachment 
upon its sovereignty. 

Sources told tbe Jordan 
Times that tbe United States 
had accepted the Jordanian 
proposal in principle but 
bureaucratic and technical 
problems have delayed an 
agreement. 

Jordanian officials brushed 
aside these “pretexts," swing 
the blockade is part of U.S. 
pressure on Jordan to coerce it 
into signing a separate peace 
treaty with Israel. They said 
that tbe Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) was opposing 
any easing of die blockade on 
Jordan as its position is still 
fnflnmced by the Kingdom's 
stand daring tbe Gulf crisis. 

King Hussein in March link- 
ed Jordan’s return to die Arab- 
Israeh peace talks to the lifting 
of the siege on Aqaba. 

Sources say the King’s 
strong stand on the issue might 
have highlighted the import- 
ance of tbe issue to Jordan 
among U.S. officials who had 


France, U.S. 
discuss siege 

PARIS (R) — France and the 
United States arc discussing 
ways of terminating the naval 
patrol off the port of Aqaba 
without loosening U.N. trade 
sanctions against Iraq, the 
French Duque told a regular 
briefing: "Wc are in favour in 
principle of a control of this 
embargo on land. Our dual 
concern is to take account of 
the constraints weighing on 
Jordan while maintaining die 
efficacy of the embargo on 
Iraq." Mr. Duque saia Paris, 
and Washington were discus-' 
sing ways of making a land 
control effective in place of the 
naval patrol. 

not seen the significance that 
the Kingdom attached to it 

Officials and shipping 
sources say the blockade, 
which has produced strong an- 
ger against the United States 
among Jordanians, has incur- 
red enormous economic losses 

(CoatiuBed on page 5) 


NATO warns Serbs to halt 
Gorazde attack or face hits 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) allies 
on Friday warned tbe Bosnian 
Serbs to halt their shelling of 
the besieged enclave of 
Gorazde or face immediate air 
strikes. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woerner said tbe 
Serbs must agree immediately 
to a ceasefire or risk allied air 
raids. U.S. Ambassador 
Robert Hunter said the strikes 
“could occur anytime begin- 
ning now." 

Mr. Woerner also said the 
allies also gave tbe Serbs a 
0001 GMT Sunday ultimatum 
to withdraw their forces three 
kilometres from the centre of 
.the dty of Gorazde and to 
allow U.N. peacekeepers and 
medical personnel into the en- 
clave unimpeded. 

The dty is in the centre of a 


re kilometre enclave 
United Nations has 
ited a “safe area." 
situation demands ac- 
tion,” Mr. Woerner told a 
news conference. 

He said if NATO's demands 
are not met, NATO planes 
would be authorised to strike 
at the Serbs’ heavy weapons 
and “other military targets" 
within a 20-kfiometre radius of 
the centre of Gorazde. Pre- 
viously, NATO warplanes 
were limited to attacking heavy 
weapons known to be wing to 
pro tea U.N. 

“It’s now up to the Bosnian 
Serbs," Mr. Woerner said. 
“Nobody should doubt the re- 
solve of this alliance to protect 
Gorazde." 

Diplomats from tbe 16 
NATO nations were con- 
tinuing their talks on proposals 
for additional ultimatums to 


force the Serbs to withdraw 
from around other U.N.- 
designated safe havens before 
next Wednesday. 

A U.N. aid convoy sent to 
bring relief to Gorazde was 
trapped by Bosnian Serbs on 
Friday while trying to retreat, 
even as shelling of the town 
itself continued. 

U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PR O FO R ) spokesman 
Richard Pernod said the con- 
voy, made up of some 100 
French, British and Ukrainian 
peacekeepers, had been 
ordered to withdraw to 
Sarajevo because of the situa- 
tion in Gorazde. 

But just as it was posied to 
do a U-turn, Bosnian Serb 
officials said that it would not 
be allowed to return on the 
path by which it came. Late 

(Continued on page 5) 


Geagea held and questioned 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Secur- 
ity officials interrogated right- 
wing Christian leader Samir 
Geagea and 150 followers Fri- 
day in connection with a 
church bombing and a rival's 
slaying, while lawyers deman- 
ded access to their clients, judi- 
cial sources said. 

Heavily armed troops in- 
creased patrols and check- 
points in Christian east Beirut 
and the Christian heartland 
northeast of the capital in 
possible anticipation of trou- 
ble, despite Dr. Geagea 's call 
on partisans to refrain from 
violence. 

Dr. Geagea was grabbed by 
government troops from his 
mountaintop headquarters in 
Ghidras in the Christian bean- 
land late Thursday night and 
was taken to the Defence 
Ministry compound in sub- 
urban Yarze east of Beirut. 

An official statement said he 
was wanted for questioning ab- 
out his group’s implication in 
the 1990 massacre of rival 


Christian leader Dany Cha- 
moun and his family and in a 
church bombing Feb. 27 that 
killed 10 worshippers and in- 
jured 60. 

"I am innocent on both 
counts,” Dr. Geagea told a few 
local newspaper reporters who 
were present when troops pick- 
ed him up at Ghidras, 35 
kilometres northeast of Beirut. 
"What next? will they accuse 
me of crucifying Jesus?" (see 
Page 2) 

Dr. Geagea was being held 
in an office room at the De- 
fence Ministry, said judicial 
sources, who requested anony- 
mity. 

Dr. Geagea was expected to 
remain in custody until at least 
Monday, when the investigat- 
ing magistrates will question 
him. 

About 150 Geagea followers 
taken from Lebanese Forces 
hea d quarters after their lead- 
er's peaceful arrest remained 
in detention cells Friday at the 
Defence Ministry, said the 


sources. They, too, were being 
interrogated. 

Attorneys for Dr. Geagea 
and the other arrested 
Lebanese Forces members 
have complained to the Justice 
Ministry that they were being 
denied access to their clients 
under interrogation, said the 
sources. A decision on the 
issue was put off until Monday. 

About 20 LF members in- 
cluding Dr. Geagea’s number 
two, Fuad Moleky have been 
arrested in connection with the 
February 27 church blast that 
killed 10 people and the 1990 
assassination of Chamoun, hu 
wife and two sons. 

Chamoun and his family 
were shot in their apartment 
soon after Syrian troops top- 
pled rebel Christian General 
Michel Aoun. Chamoun was 
an ally of Gen. Aoun during 
his wars with the Lebanese 
Forces and the Syrians. 

Dr. Geagea has dented that 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraqi diplomats return home 
after standoff in Lebanon 


a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Three Iraqi diplo- 
; mats have returned home horn 
Beirut after Lebanon broke 
•Uplomadc links with their 
.country over an assassination 
of an Iraqi dissident in the 
Lebanese capital. 

The three, including Charge 
d’ Affaires Awad Fakhri, flew 
Amman aboard a Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) flight Thursday 
morning. Two of their col- 
leagues -were arrested by 
Lebanese police as they got out 
of their diplomatic-plate cars at 
Beirut airport to board the 
flight. 

The arrest of the two raised 
to four the number of Iraqi 
diplomats held in Beirut over 
the April 12 killing of Sheikh 
Taleb Ali A1 Suheil, who was 
reported to have been a key 
figure in a foiled plot against 
fraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein last year. 

Mr. Fakhri bad demanded 
that the Lebanese government, 
which broke diplomatic ties 
with Iraq after Baghdad re- 
fused to lift the diplomatic 
immunity for the two attaches, 
Mohammad Kadhem and 
Khaled Khalaf release the two 
diplomats. He also refused to 
hand over another attache, Ali 
Darwish, and guard Hadi Has- , 
san, the suspected assassin, - 
-who were holed up in the Iraqi 
embassy in Beirut since the day 
of assassination. 

. A Lebanese- Armenian em- 
ployee of die embassy, George 
Teredjian, who allegedly drove 
;the assassination team to 
,Suhefl's apartment in Beirut, 
>has also been • detained and 
charged with -complicity. 

It was not immediately dear 
how the embassy stand-off en- 
ded, given the tough state- 


ments that Mr. Fakhri had 
been issuing demanding the 
release of Mr. Kadhem and 
Mr. Khalaf. 

But analysts speculated that 
the Iraqis realised that they 
could be in for a long siege by 
Lebanese police or be exposed 
to a possible storming of the 
embassy after Friday, the date 
set by the Beirut government 
for them to leave the country 
and thus the effective end to 
diplomatic immunity for the 
building. 

They also noted that the 
Lebanese government had in- 
structed its lone diplomat In 
Baghdad, Saad Zakfaya, to 
leave Iraq immediately after 
the arrest of the two Iraqi 
diplomats in Beirut. 

Mr. Zakhya left Baghdad in 
the early hours of April 13, 
shortly after the Beirut arrests, 
and flew out of Amman for the 
-Lebanese capital on April 14. 

Mr. Darwish and Mr. Has- 
san were arrested as they ar- 
rived at Beirut airport to board 
the flight to Amman on Thurs- 
day along with Charge d’ Af- 
faires Fakhri and two other 
diplomats, whose names were 
not immediately available. But ' ' 
one of them was believed to be 
the Beirut correspondent of 
the Iraqi News Agency (INA). 

' Mr. Fakhri and the other 
two were allowed to board the 
fligjhL The Associated Press 
reported that they were car- 
rying 15 pieces of baggage 
weighing 350 kilogrammes, in- 
cluding boxes of flies and elec- 
tronic appliances. 

Journalists covering their 
arrival at Amman airport re- 
ported tight Iraqi security that 
- prevented horn talking to any 
of the three, who were met by 
the Iraqi ambassador in Jor- 
dan, Nouri At Weiss A1 Takri- 
ti. and other Iraqi diplomats. 


A small scuffle broke out as 
some Iraqi security men sought 
to seize television Aims of the 
arrival of the diplomats from 
Lebanon, news agencies re- 
ported. The row was settled 
with intervention by Jordanian 
security forces, who upheld the 
right of the media to cover the 
event, the reports said. 

The three who arrived from 
Beirut were directly driven 
, from Amman airport on the 
1,000-kilometre trip to Bagh- 
dad, the Associated Press 
quoted Iraqi embassy spokes- 
man Adel Ibrahim as saying. 

There was no immediate re- 
port from Baghdad of the di- 
plomats’ arrival there. 

The Iraqi government has 
denied Lebanese Prosecutor- 
General Munir Oweidat that 
its intelligence apparatus had 
ordered the (tilling of Suheil, 
who held Jordanian and Saudi 
passports and a known oppo- 
nent of the Baathist regime in 
Baghdad. 

According to reports in the 
Lebanese press quoting “con- 
fessions" by the- two attaches 
arrested immediately after the 
killing, the order for the assas- 
sination had come from Bagh- 
dad over the telex. The opera- 
tion was allegedly master- 
minded by Mr. Darwish. 

Charge d' Affaires Fakhri 
was called in by prosecutors to 
hear the confessions of the 
two, the reports said'. 

An Iraqi Foreign Minister 
spokesman has accused Leba- 
non of violating the 1961 inter- 
national convention and reg- 
ulates diplomatic immunity. 

“It has detained diplomats 
who possess ' diplomatic im- 
munity... charging them with 
baseless accusation,” the 
spokesman said in a statement 
issue on Wednesday. 


Geagea: Will they accuse 
me of crucifying Jesus? 




By Rima Salameh 

The Associated Press 

-BEIRUT — — -Right-wing 

- Christian leader Samir Geagf^ . 
; vas quoted Friday as saying 
-upon his arrest that Prime 

' Minister Rafik Hariri’s Syrian- 
backed government mil next 
accuse him of crucifying Jesus 
Christ. 

Dr. Geagea was grabbed by 
government troops from his 
mountaintop headquarters in 

- Ghidras in Lebanon’s Christ- 
ian heartland late Thursday 
night and was taken to the 
Defence Ministry compound in 

. suburban Yarze east of Beirut. 

An official statement said he 
was wanted for questioning ab- 
out his group's implication in- 
die massacre of rivaT Christian 
leader Dany Chamoun and his 
family three years ago. and in a 
church bombing in February. • 

“I am innocent on both 
■: aunts," Dr. Geagea told a few 
local newspaper reporters who 
were present when troops pk:k- 
‘ ,ed him up at Ghidras, 35 
kilometres northeast of Beirut. 
"What next? Will they accuse 
me of crucifying Jesus?*' 

Dr. Geagea, 42, headed the 
' Lebanese Forces, which 
flelded the largest Christian 
militia during the 1975-90 civil '•? 
j war. The group was disarmed 
after the end of the conflierljjut 
1 continued to operate, like 

- many of its Muslim rivals, as a 
political . party. 

But Mr. Hariri’s government 
last month outlawed the 
’» Lebanese Forces after eight of 
f.its members were accused in 
the Feb. 27 bombing of the 
VMaronite Catholic Notre 
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CHURCHES 

8L Mart of Nazareth Church Swolkfa, 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

S L Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AadundatfoaKTcl. 
637440. 


Dame de la Delivrance Church 
in the port city of Jounieh 
north of Beirut. 

Five Lebanese Forces mem- 
bers are in custody in connec- 
_tiqn. with ..the. church blast, 

. JsjltedmO 'worshippers 
and wounded 60. Three are at 
large in Australia and Canada. 

Dr. Geagea ’s arrest was not' 
expected to raise widespread 
protests in the Christian camp. ' 

"There will be no disturb- 
ances. I have ordered all my 
partiSani to refrain from any 
adverse acts and I am certain 
they will obey," Dr. Geagea 
told reporters. 

His remarks were published 
by several Beirut dailies Fri- 
day, including the independent 
Al Nahar, the conservative A1 
Diyar and the opposition news- 
paper Nidaa.AJ Watan. 

•The leftist Al Safir quoted 
him as saying the government 
“wants to muzzle every opposi- 
tion voice, but I am not going 
to quit politics and the 
Lebanese Forces will not van- 
ish.” 

They said that after Dr. 

. Geagea’s peaceful arrest an 
.army officer with a bullhorn 
i ordered all Lebanese Forces 
partisans at the two-storey 
headquarters to emerge un- 
armed, saying "the place is. 
ringed by tanks." 

An estimated 150 men came 
out. They were frisked and 
then taken to the Defence 
Ministry by army trucks while 
troops entered and searched 
the building, the newspapers 
said. 

Dr. Geagea's wife. Estrida. 
pleaded with officers not to 
humiliate the men. One officer 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A relatively arid air front will cross 
the country, thus ending the khamasini 
weather conditions. Thus temperature 
are expected to drop, humidity to rise, 
clouds to build up and occasional 
showers to fall with winds becoming 
westerly to northwesterly active. In 
Aqaba, it will be partly cknidy and 
dusty with a chance of showers, winds 
southerly active and seas rough. 


told her Dr. Geagea’s follow- 
ers “will be set free after we 
take their names and they sign . 
papers,” the newspapers 
added. 

" Two dozen Lebanese Forces 
members have been "‘charged 
with the Oct. 199! massacre of 
Qtamoun, 56, his half-German 
wife Ingrid Abdul Noor, and 
their sons Tarek. 7. and Julien, 
5. The only survivors were a 
maid who. managed to hide 
their infant daughter, Tamara. 
Half of the suspects have been 
arrested. 

No charges have yet been 
filed against Dr. Geagea. who 
was backed by Israel during 
the Lebanese civil war. 

The massacre, only days af- 
ter the last major battle of civil 
war, was one of the ugliest . 
crimes of the conflict. 

The Lebanese Forces had 
been at odds with Chamoun 
because of his support for rebel 
General Michel Aoun in his 
10-month battle for dominance 
in the Christian heartland. 

Hundreds of people -were 
killed before Gen. Aoun was 
defeated in a Syrian-led 
onslaught against his hilltop 
Baabda headquarters east of 
Beirut on Oct. 13, 1990. 

The Syrians are the main 
power brokers in Lebanon, 
with 40.000 troops deployed in 
the country and backing (he 
government's effort to enforce, 
law and order. 

Although Gen. Aoun's de- 
feat signalled the end of the 
civil war. there have been 
several jolts to government 
efforts to reestablish law and 
order. • • 



Text of accord between 
Fateh Hawks and Hamas 

GAZA CITY, occupied . only in the case of the death* 


WELCOME HOME: - Palestinian expellee 
Mahmoud Abu Shanab is welcomed home by 
friends upon his arrival on the Israeli-controlled 
tide of the Rafah border. Mr. Abu Shanab was 
among five Palestinians who fled abroad to 
escape the Israeli army to return to the occupied 
Gaza Strip on Friday from Egypt. They were all 
members of the Fateh Hawks, the armed wing at 
Fateh. They returned via the Rafah bolder 


first flying to Egypt 
Algeria where they had swgfat refuge. Ten 
others returned to the Gaza Strip on Thursday. 
Eight of thorn had fled to Alge ria and the other 
two to Libya. The latest group of returnees 
raised to 70 the number of harmed or wanted 
Palestinians to return to the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank since the beghmmg of April (AFP 
photo) 


Students in U.S.urge end to siege 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian stu- 
dents in the U.S. capital have 
called on the U.S. government 
to lift the de facto blockade on 
the port of Aqaba. 

“We are greatly concerned 
that (this issue) be speedily 
resolved and we emphatically 
urge each of you to do every- 
thing within your power to 
pursue an end to the Aqaba 
siege,” said a petition addres- 
sed to the U.S. government 
sent and signed “on behalf of 
all Jordanian students who re- ■ 
side in the U.S.” 

The petition, addressed to 
, President Bill Clinton, Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher and members of the 
U.S. Congress, said that the 


Mashhad 

prayer 

leader 

wounded 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A gun- 
man on Friday shot and 
-wounded the Muslim cleric 
leading prayers in northeastern 
Iran's holy city of Mashhad, 
Iranian state television re- 
ported. 

It was the first such attack on ' 
a prayer leader during a reli- 
gious service in Iran. 

The television said Ho- 
jatoleslam Abai-Khorassani 
was wounded by a man firing a 
pistol at Imam Reza 
Mausoleum, one of Sbiite 
Islam's, holiest shrines, and 
taken to a hospital where his 
condition was reported to be 
stable. 

Security forces overpowered 
the gunman and arrested him. 

The motive for 1 the attack 
was not known. 

Hojatoleslam Abai Khoras- 
sani, 50, is one of the most 
influential religious leaders in 
the Mashhad region. 

The . attack coincided with 
the anniversary of the birth of 
imam Reza, the eighth imam 
. of the Shiite faith. 

The Mausoleum was packed 
with worshippers for Friday 
prayers. 

Mashhad, Iran’s second city 
and home to a large number of 
Afghan refugees, has been a 
focus of .tension for two years. 


embargo imposed on Iraq in 
August 1990 was to ensure 
Baghdad's compliance with the . 
United Nations' resolutions 
passed in the wake of Gulf 
crisis. But, the petition said,' 
the move was “severely affect- 
ing” Jordan. 

The petition said Jordan was 
fully cooperative with the U.N. 
and that * not one embargo 
violation, had "been found by 
inspectors who have searched 
over 1,700 ships since the im- 
position of sanctions. 

Economic losses resulting 
from the blockade according to 
the petition, are causing Jor- 
dan severe financial difficulties 
as major shipping lines have 
stopped serving Aqaba. 

Moreover, Jordan's historic- 
al role is being undermined by 
•he siepe which is affecting its 


position of being a source of 
security, stability, and de- 
velopment in the region; it 
added. 

Jordan is committed to 
promoting lasting peace in the 
Middle East and has always 
responded enthusiastically to 
the “window of opportunity 
for peace ” but the embargo 
on its port - is affecting me 
peace process negatively, the 
petition said. 

Secretary Christopher said 
Wednesday he was carrying 
“suggestions” to “ease the bur- 
den” on Jordan of the U.S.-led 
naval blockade. Mr. Christ- 
opher is scheduled to start a 
Mideast, tour on Sunday and is 
expected to meet with His 
Majesty King Hussein in Lou- 
don Sunday. 


Gaza Strip (AFP) — Here is 
the full text of the agreement 
reached on the Gaza Strip on 
Friday between the aimed 
wings of the mainstream 
Fateh movement and the 
Islamic Resistance 1 Move- 
ment Hamas; 

“Joint statement from the 
Fateh Hawks and the Izze- 
dine Al Qassam factious: 

“Our people in beloved 
Palestine, following some 
organisational problems be- 
tween Fateh .and Hamas, and 
while our enemy has been 
campaigning to fuel strife 
among oar people, die repre- 
sentatives of rateh and Al 
Qassam held a historic meet- 
ing in which they studied all 
the organisational, political, 
social, and economic situa- 
tion of oulr. people. 

“And the factions agreed 
upon the following with the 
aim of strengthening Palesti- 
nian national unity which will 
remain a solid rode upon 
which all enemy plots will 
die. 

“1. The immediate end of 
all publicity campaigns 
against one another while re- 
specting freedom of express- 
ion, and increased brotherly 
dialogue between the two to 
serve our people everywhere. 

“2. An end to conflicts and 
bloody clashes and a final end 
of the use of violence in 
.solving these conflicts. We 
stress the importance of the 
constructive dialogue among 
our people to put an end to 
plots aimed at destro yin g our 
people by constant crises. 

“3. As 1 of the issuing of this 
statement, there is a ban on 
the intervention by fugitives 
or armed men ou both sides 
to solve organisational or 
family problems. 

“The Islamic and national 
reconciliation committees 
will perform their duties to 
strive any conflict, and in case 
of crisis, the political leaders 
will intervene to end the 
problems. Fateh and Hamas 
will decide die modalities for 
tiie implementation of this 
decision. 

“4. Following a lengthy 
study of our people's econo- 
mic situation, it has been 
decided to strike for one day 


of a martyr in has dwn re- 
sidential area. In case of Ins 
death dsewbere, there will 
be a day of mourning 
'announced. The intifada 
activists are advised not to 
throw stones on cars that 
circulate in cases of extreme 
necessity. 

“We nxfec ail factions to 
reduce stives as touch *s 
possible, and in case of' 
emergency, the strike will be 
announced jointly, through 
brotherly understanding- 

“5. Concerning education, 
we call on our students to 
attend school and education- 
al faculties -on strike days, 
and all students must not give 
into to attempts to force them 
away from school. 

“o. Following serious study 
of the subject of agents, 
Fateh and Hamas decided to 
stop killing agents starting 
from April 22 to May 22, on - 
condition that efforts are un- 
ited to solve the problem. 

“We advise the agents tru 
cut links with the enemy in-^ 
teUigence. God’s mercy is 
better than the enemy's hell, 
and this month will give them 
a chance to rethink their 
situation. 

“Oh our people of our 
stolen country, we are giving 
you this good news, this 
brotherly agreement, and we 
assure yon that Palestinian 
blood cannot be divided or 
segregated, and Fateh Hawks 
and Al Qassam will join 
hands to stop all attempts at . 
dividing the Palestinians. 

“We call on the followers 
of both factions to organise 
mutual bouse e«ns and social 
meetings to remove all traces 
of previous conflict, and to 
follow the Prophet’s tradition . 
which calls on the faithful to - 
be one body. 

“God is great and the vic- 
tory is for our struggling peo- 
ple. 

“Signed, Fateh Hawks, the 
armed wing of the Palestinian 
national liberation move- 
mem, Fateb-Palestine. 

“And by, the martyr Izzedin. 
Al Qassam. die armed wing 
of the Islamic Resistance' 
Movement Hamas.” 

Palestine A 

Date 22/4/94 T 


Arab boycott of Israel impedes 
trade, says Commerce Departi 


U.S. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The Arab economic boycott of 
Israel “continues to impede 
U.S- trade and investment," 
says John Despres, assistant 
secretary for. export enforce- 
ment at the U.S. Department 
of Commerce. 

Mr. Despres was comment- 
ing on just released Commerce 
Department statistics on 
boycott-related' requests from 
Arab countries for the first 
quarter of 1994, which indicate 
there has been slow progress in 
ending the boycott. 

In a related development, 
the Commerce Department 
imposed civil penalties on five 
'companies for alleged viola- 
tions of the antiboycott provi- 
sions of the export administra- 
tion regulations. 

U.S. laws and regulations 
prohibit U.S. citizens from fur- 
nishing or agreeing to furnish 
information about any person's 
1 business relationship with or in 
a boycotted country — such as 
Israel. Under these laws. U.S. 
citizens are required to report 
promptly any such request. 

A Commerce Department 
quartely report Indicates that 
Arab countries observing the 
economic boycott of Israel 
"continue to ask American 
firms to take boycott-related 
actions, many of which are 
prohibited by U.S. laws and 
regulations." Mr. Despres said 
in a statement released April 
19. 


Statistics for the first quarter 
of 1994 — Jan. I through 
March 31 — show there were 
2,164 such requests reported, 
813 of which were prohibited . 
requests. The remaining re-, 
quests were either permissible, 
amended or exceptions to the 
antiboycott regulations. 

While the overall number of 
requests decreased slightly 
from the last quarter of 1993, 
the numbers do not reflect any 
real pattern of change from 
previous years, the Commerce 
Department noted. 

Secretary of Commerce Ron 
Brown, during his visit to .the 
Middle East in January, called 
on the Arab states to lift the 
- boycott. At that time, Mr. 
Brown received a commitment 
from the Arab League to con- 
sider the rescission of the 
secondary and tertiary aspects 
of the boycott against Israel. 
(While the primary boycott is 
directed against the state of 
Israel, the secondary and terti- 
ary aspects affect those com? 
panies that do business with* 
the state of Israel). 

The United States. .Mr. De- 
spres said, “will keep doing- all • 
it can to persuade the Arab 
.League countries ro discon- 
tinue their boycott.” However, 
he added, “so far that progress 
has been disappointingly low." 

The .Commerce Department 
will continue its “aggressive 
enforcement of U.S. anti- 
boycott law," Mr. Despres 
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Mm ./Max. icmp. 

Amman 20/26 

Aqaba 24/32 

Dcswts 16/28: 

Jordan Valley 21/ 31 

Yesterday’s high IcmpcratttrtS: Am- 
man 33. Aqaba 35 Humidity readings: 
Amman 17 per cent. Aqaba 21 per 
cent 
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Civil Defence Department 61 
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RJ Flight Information 08-53200 
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said. As part of this effort, the 
Commerce Department 
announced that it has imposed 
civil penalties on five com- 
panies for alleged violations of 
the antiboycott legislation. 

The companies include; The 
Arab Bank — New. York 
branch; Boaleeco, in Peabody. 
Massachusetts; Honeywell In- 
dustrial Automated Control 
Division, in York, Pennsylva- 
nia; Honeywell Private Ltd., a 
wholly owned subsidiary of 
Honeywell,' Inc., located in 
Singapore; and Arab Amer- 
ican Bank, based in New York. 

“While neither admitting 
nor denying the alleged viola- 
tions, all four, companies 
agreed to pay the civil penal- 
ties,” the Commerce Depart- 
ment said. 

The New York branch of 
Arab Bank agreed to pay 
$31,200 in civil penalties to 
settle the allegations that be- 
tween May 1988 and February 
1992 the branch “violated the 
prohibition against furnishing 
business relationship informa- 
tion and the requirement that 
boycott-related requests be 
reported” to the Department 
of Commerce. 

Boaleeco, a manufacturer' 
and exporter of educational 
equipment, agreed to pay 
$10,000 for seven alleged viola- 
tions of the antiboycott legisla- 
tion, specifically the failure to 
report is receipt of boycott-' 
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related requests. 

Honeywell Industrial Auto- 
mated - Control Division and 
.Honeywell Private Ltd. in 
Singapore agreed to pay a civil 
penalty of $2,000 for two 
alleged antiboycott violations. 

In connection with a 1993 
sale of goods to Saudi Arabia, 
Honeywell. Industrial allegedly 
agreed to furnish prohibited 
information about its business 
relationship with Israel, and 
Honeywell Private Ltd. 
allegedly furnished prohibited 
information. 

The Commerce Department 
noted “that Honeywell disiro- 
" vexed the alleged violations 
while conducting an internal 
audit and voluntarily disclosed 
them." '. 

The Arab American Bank 
has agreed to pay a civil penal- 
ty of $33,000 for ten alle^^l 
violations. The Arab Amer- 
ican Bank ( AAB) is owned] by 
a consortium of' 22 Ar£ib. 
European and U.S. banks! 

The Commerce Department 
alleged that AAB — between ' 
April 1989 and March 1992j — 
violated the antiboycott (leg- 
islation “by furnishing to Syria. 
Jordan and the United Afab 
Emirates ten items of infonlia- 
tion about other com pan 
business relationships i 
Israel and with persons kn_ 
or believed to be blacklisted 
most members of the A 
League.” 
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‘Statement lauds King’s efforts to 
safeguard the Holy City as a symbol of peace’ 

House ‘fully supports’ King’s 
stand on peace process 



AMMAN (Petra) — The Low- 
er House of Parliament has 
voiced absolute support for His 
Majesty King Hussein’s firm 
stand in the face of Israel’s 
threats addressed to the King- 
dom. 

. Tb® House, in a statement 
issued here Thursday, aiy* ex- 
pressed deep appreciation of 
the King’s relentless en- 
deavours to safeguard the holy 
places and to restore the Dome 
of Rock and the Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem. 

The. statement ran as fol- 
lows: 

“The Lower House of Par- 
liament studied political de- 
velopments in the region and 
the Israeli threats to Iordan as 
well as the continued Amer- 
ican blockade on the port of 
Aqaba. 

“The House considers King 
Hussein’s address marking the 
end of restoration work at the 
Dome of the Rock and Aqsa 
Mosque as containing a reaf- 
firmation of the Jordanian 
national stands vis-a-vis the 
Palestine question and the 
peace process as well as pan- 


Arab causes in general. 

“The House voices its fall 
backing to the Jordanian stand 
with regard to the concept of a 
just peace in the region, which 
is based on the restoration of 
Arab sovereignty over the 
Holy Gty. 

“In line with the require- 
ments of the international legi- 
timacy and human Tights prin- 
ciples, the House reiterates its 
rejection of and strongest out- 
rage over Israeli and Western 
threats to Jordan, accused of 
backing terrorism, and it 
places the blame on the Israeli 
government for obstructing 
peace and for procr as tination 
in implementing U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and for 
trying to avoid compliance 
with the world community’s 
rules with backing from the 
United States benentting from 
the weak Arab stand and lack 
of coordination among Arab 
countries. 

“lire House expresses fall 
support for the Arab Palesti- 
nian people in their struggle 
and steadfastness and defence 
of their legitimate rights and 


lands and reconfirms full back- 
ing for the Palestinians’ strug- 
gle which is guaranteed by all 
international laws and the 
Geneva conventions, as well as 
the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights. 

“The House also highly 
values King Hussein’s support 
for die restoration of the Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of die 
Rock and lauds ibe King's 
efforts to safeguard the Holy 
Gty as a symbol of peace. 

“The House expresses its 
full condemnation of the U.S. 
aggression on the Arab Nation 
and its continued blockade 
against the port of Aqaba 
which aims at pressuring Jor- 
dan to abandon its pan-Arab 
and national stand and con- 
dude a separate peace treaty 
with Israel to serve Israeli and 
American objectives of con- 
trolling the Middle East region 
and its natural wealth. 

"The House also expresses 
condemnation of continued 
American sanctions on Iraq 
and deprivation of the Iraqi 
people of thetr requirements of 
food and medicine.** 


Investors complain of slow pace in 
link-up project with Mayo Clinic 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Investors in the 
link-up project between the 
Amman Diagnostic Centre 
and the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester are complaining 
about the slow pace of the 
project's development. 
“Such a project needs 
business- minded people to 
carry it out, and not just 
doctors,” an investor in the 
venture told the Jordan 
Times Friday. 

An agreement was signed 
on Feb. 18 by Jihad Bargouti, 
chairman of the Amman Di- 
agnostic Centre, and Mayo 
Clinic Director Rick Colwin. 
The link-up arrangement 
aims at enabling patients' in ': 
Jordan to have access to the 
expertise of the Mayo Clime, 
in the U.S., in diagnoses and 
treatment without having to 
travel to the reputed medical 
facility in Rochester, Minne- 
sota. 

The Amman Diagnostic 
Centre has raised a capital of 
JD 12 million to fund the 


project. Thirty two investors, 
inanity doctors and business 
people are involved in die 
funding of the a r r ange ment. 

Several contributors, 
however, are dissatisfied with 
the venture’s progres s , which 
they described as lacking con- 
sistency. Ibrahim Abul 
Ragbeb, a major Investor in 
the project, said that the 
founding committee of the 
project is marginalising the 
role of investors in the de- 
velopment stages of the ven- 
ture. Mr. Abul Ragbeb 
added that the committee 
only summons contributors 
to sign papers concerning 
steps to implement the agree- 
ment without discussing them 
with investors before hand. 
Mr. Abul Ragheb added that 
the. ' doctors’, technique in v ' 
handling projects is different 
from that of businessmen’s, 
but that both medical and 
business aspects of the agree- 
ment should overlap to speed 
up the project. 

Meanwhile, an exchange of 
expertise between the Mayo 
Clinic and Amman's Di- 
agnostic Centre is currently 



The following listings are compiled from monthly 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are- 
advised to verify the listed time and place with the 
concerned institutions. 


ft Ballet performance (Swan Lake, Bolero, Romeo and 
Joliet) at the main theatre of the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

DIALOGUE 

ir Dialogue with Dr. Hanan Ashrawi at Abdul H am ec d 
Shaman Foundation in Jabal A mm an at 6HW p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition of women’s home-made products (mciud- 
ing cer amics , sweets and handicrafts) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ir Exhibition of paintings by artist Bahyab AI Haiom at 
Aha Art Gallery (Tel. 639303). 

* “Spring Exhibition” of Jordanian industrial products 
at tiie World Exhibition Centre, U n ivers i ty Road 
(11:00 un. - lfcOO p-m.) (Tel. 847113). 

* American Promotion Week *94 at the Amman Inter- 
national Motor Show, Airport Highway (12:00 ajn.- 
10:00 p-m.) <T«L 714211). 

ft Exhflrition by artist Mustafa Al Hallaj at Baladna Art 

Gallery, Gardens St- (TeL 687598). 

☆ Exhibition by artists Afia Ammonra, Dorothy Mango, 
Hind Naser, Janine Saaf, Lacy Marto, Tete Wegefius 
at Ab’ad Art Gallery (lOiOO a.m- - 6:00 pjn.) (TeL 
819861). 

ft En gr av ing exhibition by artist Jean-Pferre Pfncemin 
at the French Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhib ition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at the 
Tfafton Language Centre (9:00 ajn.-&00 pjn.) (Tel. 
669348) 

ft Jordazrian-Iraqi contemporary exhibition by over 80 
artists at Ain Art Gallery in Wadi Saqra (9*30 
a.m-8:00 p-m.) (Tel. 644451). 

ft “per manent” exhib ition of 56 Arab contemporary 
ar riche at Darat A3 Fnmm of the Abdul Hunted 
Shoman Foundation in Jabal Luwdbdeh (TeL 643251/ 
2 ). 


in progress, and local special- 
ists are underling training in 
cooperation with me Roches- 
ter dime. 

The agreement between 
the Mayo Clinic and the cen- 
tre provides for an annual fee 
to be paid to the U.S. facility 
for the services in addition to 
the other charges on a case- 
by-case bass, inducting regu- 
lar visits by its experts to 

Amman . 

The Mayo Clinic is consi- 
dered as one of the best 
medical facilities, with a high 
international reputation. 
Many beads of state and 
statesmen have had treat- 
ment there. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has visited the facility twice 
since he successful 

■ cancer surgery in the'Roches- _ 
ter dinich in August 1992. 

Investors in the sophisti- 
cated programme are eager 
to witness progress in the 
venture. They say that for the 
projects!© be in effect soon, 
more effort and cooperation 
between parties concerned m 
the programme are needed. 


Workshop to 

tackle 

women’s 

participation 
in public life 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A regional 
workshop entitled “Promoting 
women’s participation in pub- 
lic life” is to open at the Dead 
Sea Saturday with the parti- 
cipation of at least 20 leaders 
of Arab women's non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs). 

The goal of the meeting, 
organised by America Mideast 
Educational and Training Ser- 
vices (Amideast) office in Am- 
man, is the promotion of 
women’s participation in pub- 
lic life in general and in Jordan 
in particular. 

An Amideast statement said 
that the April 23-25 meeting 
win be attended by leaders 
from Egypt. Jordan. Morocco. 
Lebanon. Tunisia. Yemen and 
guests from government offices 
in Jordan, as well as diplomatic 
media and NGOs. 

Established in 1951, 
Amideast has its headquarters 
in Washington D.C. Amideast 
has a network of offices lo- 
cated in Jordan, as well as 
Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Leba- 
non, Morocco. Syria, Tunisia, 
the West Bank, Gaza and Ye- 


French medical industry i 
gets high exposure in Jordan, 



GRACE IN MOVEMENT: Under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Mother Zdn AI Sharaf, Al Jed AI Jadeed 
Chib’s junior dance troupe wffi bold its annual Circassian 
dance festival at the Baccalaureate School auditorium on April 
27, 28 and 29 at 8:30 p.m. The troupe was established in 1986 
as a separate group from the mail dance troupe and is made up 
of 70 boys and girls aged five to 14. TM troupe’s activities aim 
at popularising and developing the Circassian dance, as an art 
form and at impressing traditional values on the minds of the 
young while, at the same tune, conveying “a message of hope 
that die legacy of the past can be propagated to the generations 
to come.” 


Kingdom to host 
museum conference 


By Elia Nasrailah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Preparations are 
under way by the Department 
of Antiquities, in cooperation 
with the International Council 
of Museums (ICOM), to open 
a four-day conference entitled 
“Encounter of museums pro- 
fessionals of Arab countries’ 
museums, civilisation and de- 
velopment,” to be held Tues- 
day in Amman 

X^-Depampent of Antiquities 
Director General Safwan Al 
Tell told the 3ordan Times that 
the meeting, which will be held 
under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, would be 
dedicated to discussing the role 
of museums in promoting cul- 
ture. 

The meeting, which is to 
take place at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (RCC), will also 
deal with museums manage- 
ment, legislations related to* 
museum and other pertinent* 
topics, said Dr. Tell. 

The meeting, organised in 
implementation of directives 
by the Crown Prince, is de- 
signed to underline the import- 
ance of artefacts, antiquities 
and museums in shedding light 
on the legacy and various cul- 
tures left by the mankind, said 
Dr. Tell. 

The organisers said more 
than 80 museum professionals 
from 20 Arab and Arabic- 
speaking countries will attend 
the meeting. The ICOM said in 
a statement that the objective 
of this encounter is to invite 
professionals of the same re- 
gion to share their experiences 
and to engage in a debate on 
the future of the museums and 
also to develop new policies for 
exchange and cooperation on 
regional and international 
levels. 

According to the statement, 
the conference will break up 
into workshops which, it said, 
would discuss the role of 
museums and museum staff, 
management of collections and 
research, ethics and legisla- 
tion. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 
Adwan Thursday met with 
Mrs. Elizabeth Desportes, 
ICOM secretary-general, and 
the accompanying delegation, 
thanking them for choosing 
Jordan as a venue for this 
important conference. 

Mrs. Desportes outlined the 


aims of the conference and the 
topics to be tackled by the 
specialists attending it from 
Arab and foreign countries. 

Among tho attendants will 
be the president of Mali, along 
with delegates from ICOM, 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) and rep- 
resentatives of museums from 
Jordan and Arab states. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A wide spec- 
tram of French technology in 
medicine and hospital equip- 
ment goes on show today. 
Saturday, in Amman in the 
latest French bid to establish 
links with the Jordanian mar- 
ket. 

Eighteen companies.' most 
of them from .south of 
France, are putting their 
wares on display at the four- 
day “French Medical Tech- 
nology Presentation.” The 
event is part of a seminar 
duringwhich experts will also 
famiiiq^se Jordanian doctors 
and pharmaceutical business- 
men with what France has to 
offer in advanced equipment 
and techniques in the area of 
medicine and health, accord- 
ing to Michel Duger, head of 
the Amman office of the 
French Department for Ex- 
tenftf Economic Relations. 

The event is organised by a 
private sector company. 
S.A.M. International Trade, 
based in Montepellier. which 
held two exhibitions in Jor- 
dan last year. 

Nadira Manchet. director 
of the company, said she was 
encouraged to arrange this 
week’s event by 'two reasons: 
there is a large scope for 
cooperation between Jorda- 
nian and French firms in 
terms of marketing within the 
Kingdbm. and Jordanian 
companies can also offer 
opportunities for French 
businesses in the occupied 
territories. 

“We are looking at Jordan 
not only as a market on its 
own but also as a bridge to 
the Arab World, the West 
Bank and Gaza in particu- 
lar,” Ms. Manchet told a 
press conference on Thurs- 
day. 

Both Ms. Manchet and Mr. 

, Duger noted that many 
Jordanian companies are 
branching out to the occupied 
territories encouraged by the 
developments in the Arab- 


Israeli peace process. 

“It is much easier for us to 
get into the West Bank 
through Jordan,” said Ms. 
Manchet, adding that the 
participants in toe exhibition 
were looking for agency 
arrangements in Jordan and 
also for possible technology 
transfer to Jordanian indus- 
tries. 

“We made a thorough 
study of the market situation 
and possibilities in Jordan, 
and we are highly confident 
that there is a large scope for 
cooperation between French 
and Jordanian companies,” 
said Ms. Manchet, who is of 
Arab origin. 

Ms. Manchet was the orga- 
niser for the French exhibi- 
tions in Jordan last year. The 
first was a general present a- ^ 
non of what French exporters . * 
could offer, while the second * 
one was dedicated to water 
and water technology. 

Companies taking part in 
this week’s event at tnc Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel will include 
manufacturers of hospital 
supplies, surgical and 
measuring instruments, artifi- 
cial limbs, laboratory uten- 
sils. dental bridges, air- 
conditioning for surgical and 
hospital environments, 
medical sports equipment, 
morgue fridges, and body- 
care machines. 

The event will be formally 
opened by Ibrahim Zcin, 
head of the Jordan Business- 
men’s Association (JBA). in 
what Mr. Duger described as 
an emphasis on the import- 
ance of the private sector in 
developing relations. 

Imitations have gone out 
to more than 2.000 Jordanian 
doctors, pharmacists and 
businessmen in the field of 
medicine and medical equip- 
ment. Mr. Duger said, 
adding that his office’s role in 
the event was mainly In offer- 
ing logistical support. 

“It is a private sector initia- 
tive,“ he said. “We are here 
to extend whatever support 
we can to making it a suc- 
cess.” 


“France has made major 
advances in xbc field of medi- 
cine and medical equipment 
to a level equal to that of the 
United States and others.” he 
said. "What we need is expo- 
sure and promotion, and that 
is what this week’s exhibition 
and seminar intend to 
achieve.” 

Total French exports to 
Jordan were worth around 
JD100 million during 1993. 
About eight to nine per cent 
of the exports were of raw 
material and ingredients for 
the pharmaceutical industry, 
medical equipment and medi- 
cines, Mr. Duger said. Jor- 
dan's exports to France dur- 
ing the year were about 10 
per cent of the total French 
exports to the Kingdom, he 
said. 

"Francc-Jordanian coop- 
eration in the medical sector 
goes back many yean,” he 
said, noting that' the King 
Hussein Medical Cenuc. Jor- 
dan's most prestigious medic- 
al faciiitv, was built by a 
French firm. 

Mr. Duger said he ex- 
pected French exports to gp 
up to JDI50 million during 
1994. 

The major contracts signed 
by French companies with 
Jordanian firms towards the 
end of 1993 and beginning of 
1994 include a Slcl) million 
turnkey project for the Indo* 
Jordanian Chemical Com- 
pany, a $40 million project 
involving gas turbines to the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA). a $20 million project 
with the Telecommunication* 
Corporation, and a $10 mil- 
lion export order for 100 Re- 
nault trucks to the Iraqi* 
Jordanian Land Transport 
Company, Mr. Duger said. 

The diplomat noted that a 
JBA team of up to 80 people 
was scheduled to pay a visit 
to France early next month 
and one of the key events of 
the visit was a May 5 meeting 
with French manufacturers 
and exporters under the au- 
spices of the FrancO-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Under the Patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Abdallah Bin Al Hussein 
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MOURNING 

Ziyad R. Annab 

mourns the passing away of his wife 

Verna Jean Scott 

The mother of Tariq Annab, Nadia Fauri 
and Nsywa Annab 

on Friday April 22, 1993 
Condolences will be received at family home: 
morning for women, afternoon for men 
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Crisis exposes pact 


THE CRISIS between Iraq and Lebanon 
over the alleged role of Iraqi “diplomats” 
in Beirut in the assassination of a prominent 
Iraqi opposition leader last week has ended 
up in severing of diplomatic relations be- 
tween the two Arab countries. 

This development does not augur well for 
inter-Arab relations, especially at a time 
when the Arab national interests call for 
reconciliation rather than added estrange- 
ment. Both Beirut and Baghdad are in the 
process of nursing the wounds of long wars, 
and can ill afford added conflict. The Iraqi 
government has lately been busy trying to 
mend relations with the international com- 
munity after having implemented, to a 
great extent, the relevant U.N. Security 
Council resolutions that place it under 
punitive sanctions. Lebanon, on the other 
hand, has been struggling to maintain a 
shaky security situation. 

The crisis between the two countries calls 
into question the validity and the effective- 
ness of the 1961 Vi enna Convention on 
diplomatic privileges and immunities. The 
rationale behind according diplomats cer- 
tain categories of privileges and immunities 
is to facilitate their diplomatic functions 
without fear of arrest or harassment. In 
retrospect, the treaty on diplomatic mis- 
sions has been repeatedly abased and ex- 
ploited by many countries including those 
who belong to the developed world. The 
continuation of the violations of the spirit 
and the letter of the convention calls for a 
reappraisal of its provisions in order to 
make sure that only its original purpose 
should be protected and promoted. The 
central issue here is whether a certain act is 
peculiar to the conduct of any given di- 
plomatic duty. Many countries, for exam- 
ple, have moved effectively against diplo- 
mats committing misdemeanours as minor 
as illegal parking because it was established 
that violating traffic rules is not basic to the 
fulfillment of a diplomatic duty, not to 
mention that it may lead to hazards to life. 
The review of the Vienna Convention on 
diplomats is overdue especially since it 
seems to serve as some kind of licence to 
commit crime with impunity. Many govern- 
ments appear not to know where to draw 
the line between legitimate and illegitimate 
diplomatic functions. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily criticised an official Saudi Arabian spokesman 
for giving a statement claiming that his country was pursuing 
efforts with UNESCO towards the restoration of the holy 
places in Jerusalem. The statement resonates with arrogance 
and is an attempt to deny Jordan’s effort and sacrifices for the 
holy shrines, said the paper. It is a show of ingratitude to the 
Jordanian leadership which has been dedicating rime, efforts 
and funds to refurbishing the shrines, including the Dome of 
the Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque over the past decades, added 
the paper. By trying to involve UNESCO in claims that it was 
responsible for the restoration work on the shrines of 
Jerusalem, the Saudi spokesman seems to be trying to 
internationalise the holy places and subject the Arab and 
Islamic shrines to an international body instead of keeping 
these sites under Arab sovereignly, charged the daily. We are 
unaware of al! reasons behind the Saudi statements and 
claims, but all we know is that the holy places have been under 
'ffte care of the Hashemites throughout history, added the 
paper. All the claims and falsehoods* 1 ^! the paper, can by no 
i means change the facts on the ground. 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily expressed reserved optimism over 
Warren Christopher’s statement that a solution could be 
worked out for ending the blockade on Aqaba. Doubtless, the 
statement came amidst renewed American attempts to breathe 
some life into the stalled Middle East peace process that has 
almost collapsed due to Israel's procrastinations, said the 
daily. But. said the paper, we would like to remind the U.S. 
Secretary of State, who is preparing for his tour of the Middle 
East in the coming week, that mere words by the U.S. 
administration can convince no one. It said that suspicions 
'hroud the real intentions of the U.S. administration which 
over the past years displayed total bias towards Israel, and has 
■'ailed to live up to its claim that it was playing the role of active 
partner in the peace-making process. Mr. Christopher, said 
the paper, should take his Majesty King Hussein’s recent 
declaration about linking Jordan's involvement in the peace 
process to the lifting of the blockade seriously and should 
realise that Jordan has a pivotal role to play in the peace. 


JORDANIAN PERSPECTIVE 


By Dr. 


Musa Keilani 


Right is might 


U.S. SECRETARY of State Warren Christopher’s character- 
isation of American-Jordaaian relations as excellent and tns 
affirmation that Washington has seriously moved towards 
proposals to address the Kingdom's demand for an end-to the 
siege on Aqaba have served more than one purpose. 


By acknowledging that the U.S. has "some problems” with 
respect to the blockade of Jordan’s only seaport and that be 
would L " * L 


be carrying “some suggestions for easing that prob- 
lem," Mr. Christopher was dearly signalling that there could 


be some common ground. And, as diplomats explain, the 
common ground involves replacing the sea-based inspections 
of Jordan-bound cargo by American-led naval forces- with a 
neutral international agency, tike Lloyds Register. The 
mechanisms and modalities of cargo inspections at the port of 
Aqaba have already been worked out and all it needs is a 
formal agreement, die diplomats say. We hope -they are right, 
and an arrangement would be in place soon at Aqaba without 
compromising Jordan’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

We would have hoped that the issue was resolved much 
earlier, and Jordan and Jordanians would have been spared, 
die hundreds of millions of dollars that they incurred as -losses 
resulting from the damaging oveizealous interceptions of all 
vessels entering the Tiran Straits. 


Once a satisfactory arrangement is in place at Aqaba, the 
way ahead is clear for meaningful progress in the peace 
process as long as Washington .does not seek to put the cart 
before the horse by pressing Jordan into making “dramatic 
gestures" such as signing an accord with Israel before 
negotiating the terms of mat accord. 

Mr. Christopher appeared to have shed some light on 
Washington’s approach to the issue when be referred to His 
Majesty Kang Hussein's stand that ‘‘the final signature should 
be the crowning achievement, rather than prematurely or in 
advance, apd we can only respect that point of view.” 


Was h ingt o n, it is hoped, would live up to wtaat Mr. Christopher 
said and would step down from the point of pressure that it 
had been applying against Jordan. 

For many of us, the siege of Aqaba was also in indication of 
the overall deterioration in Jordanian- American relations. For 
no fault of onr own, Jordan was either being taken for granted 
or targeted for pressure since the early 1980s when it refused 
to join the Camp David process. 

The strain in relations in the wake of the August 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait owed its origins re an overall perception in 
Washin gton that Jordan was joining the hardline camp; but 
hardline camp it is indeed. if the definition - includes a stand 
against surrender of Arab and Palestinian rights In Palestine 
and demand for a just, fair mid comprehensive. Middle East 
settlement enshrining the rights of all people concerned based 
on international legitimacy, and we could not do mnch- to 
correct people’s perceptions, least of all that of the U.S., 
without compromising die p ri nciples that we have always 
adhered to. 

Mr. Christopher’s latest comments affirmed that the strain 
in ties is a tiling of the past and Amman-Washington relations 
have survived the crisis. That affirmation came to pull the rug 
from under the feet of the defeatists who have been arguing 
that Washington had “written off’ Jordan and the Kingdom’s 
key role in the region. We hope there -would be concrete 
action soon to practically support the secretary’s affirmations. 

Mr. Christopher -was not telling the world anything new 
when he said Jordan was opposed to extremism and terrorism 
of any kind or form. Our record speaks for itself. If anything, 
we have been on foe receiving end of terrorism and- extremism 
and have paid dearly for it over the years in terms of our 
people’s lives. Mr. Christopher was speaking for us all when 
he said “Jordan certainly does not want to be hospitable to 
the terrorists or do anything... to have anything cm its territory 
which promotes terrorism or extremism..." 


Notwifosranding 
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w balk at undertaking actions that 
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each of the tracks." 
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andfmdeedJorJLiian-Israeli accord based ona reom, of 
occupied Jordanian territory, practical respect for foe King- 
legitimate share of water and Amman s 
compensation for the high price it paid for hosting Palestinian 

refugees on its soil. — 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Israel’s threats to 
Jordan reflect its 
impotence in the 
occupied territories 


Reviewed by Elia NasraJlah 


ISRAEL'S THREATS to 
Jordan, the U.S. Secretary of 
State’s statements on the eve 
of his tour of die Middle 
East, the stalled peace pro- 
cess and a host of domestic 
issues were given prominent 
coverage by the local Arabic 
press in the past week. ... 


- Writing fo Al Ra’i-daSft 
columnist Tafid Al Faniek 


Serb offensive on Gorazde 


undermines Russian diplomacy 


By Sergei Shargorodsky 
The Associated Press 


MOSCOW — The Serb 
offensive in the Muslim en- 
clave of Gorazde is a big 
embarrassment for Russia, 
which claims to have a special 
influence on the Serbs in 
former Yugoslavia and wants 
to be regarded a major player 
in the region. 

The assault, which came in 
spite of promises by Bosnian 
Serb leaders and Moscow’s 
diplomatic initiatives, under- 
mines a carefully constructed 
foreign policy line that Russia 
has successfully pursued in 
recent months. 

Testifying to Russia's ex- 
asperation, its envoy for the 
former Yugoslavia. Vitaly 
Chorkin, left for home Mon- 
day, predicting a “huge catas- 
trophe” and “immense’ 
bloodshed” if the Serbs seize 
Gorazde. 

In Moscow, the raging 
Churkin said the Serbs 
showed no real willingness to 
negotiate and only played for 
time. 

“It’s about time for Russia 
to stop all negotiations with 
die Bosnian Serbs. The time 
for talking is over,” Mr. 
Churkin said. “The Bosnian 
Serbs must understand that 
by dealing with Russia, they 
are dealing with a great pow- 
er and not a banana republic. 

“Moscow must dedde if it 
can allow a group of extrem- 
ists to use the politics of great 
Russia for achieving its own 
goals,” Mr. Churkin said in 


comments carried by the In- 
terfax news agency. “Our 
answer is dear — never.” 

A day before. Foreign. 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
asked by the United Skates to 
use Russia’s reputed influ- 
ence, returned from a hasty 
trip to foe former Yugoslavia 
with Serb pledges there 
would be no attack on 
Gorazde. 

Bosnian Serbs bombarded 
foe Muslim enclave with artil- 
lery shells on Monday, leav- 
ing thousands of refugees 
cowering in the streets for 
lade of shelter. The U.N. 


against the former Yugosla- 
via. 

Russia has counted on its 
historic and religious ties with 
foe Serbs, who are fellow 
Slavs and Orthodox Christ- 
ians. Recently, Moscow has 
persuaded them to withdraw 
heavy weapons from around 
Sarajevo mid won a promise 
to reopen an airport at Tnzla. 

Diplomatic success in for- 
mer Yugoslavia is crucial for 
President Boris Yeltsin’s gov- 
ernment, which has been 
trying to adopt a more deci- 
sive foreign policy line in 
response to hardline and 




Diplomatic success in former Yugosla- 
via is crucial for President Boris Yelt- 
sin’s government, which has been trying 
to adopt a more decisive foreign policy 
line in response to hardline and national- 


ist criticism.” 


commander in Bosnia said 
the eastern town was now at 
foe mercy of the Serbs after a 
weekend of broken promises 
to halt their attacks. 

“The words of the Serbs 
differ from their deeds,” Mr. 
Kozyrev said Monday. 

Since last week, Moscow 
has tried to achieve a com- 
prehensive ceasefire in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. In re- 
turn, Russia pledged that ev- 
ery peaceful step by the Serbs 
would be accompanied by 
Russian demands to lift foe 
U.N. -backed sanctions 


nationalist criticism. 

These increasingly influen- 
tial critics, who scored major 
victories in December’s par- 
liament elections, accuse foe 
government of being subser- 
vient to foe West and de- 
mand that Rnssia reassert it- 
self as a world power. 

The hardliners have long 
capitalised on the Serbs as 
victims of hostile U.S. and 
NATO expansionism assault- 


ing the boundaries of the 
“Slav 


world.” 


Nationalist groups have 


sent volunteers to fight along- 
side the Serbs and the Seri) 
banner also was raised by 
nltranationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky. 

The Serbs were a conve- 
nient cause for the govern- 
ment to demonstrate its new 
assertiveness and distance it- 
self from the West. In that 
context, last week’s NATO 
air strikes against the Serbs 
earned unanimous conde- 
mnation in Russia. 

The government, feeling 
that its status on the world 
arena was at stake, com- 
-plamed about not being con- 
sulted in advance and said the 
unilateral NATO action only 
undermined its peace efforts. 

Now, it is the Serbs who 
are undermining . these 
efforts. 

‘‘When the Serbs were 
saying that foe whole world 
was against them and they 
needed help, we agreed, pro- 
vided that they follow our 
instructions,’’ said Mr. Chur- 
kin. “Instead, they are using 
foe Russian policies as a cov- 
er.” 

Mr. Kozyrev was in no 
hurry to admit Russia's di- 
plomatic defeat. Instead, he 
Mamed the Muslim side for 
provocations and NATO for 
aggravating die situation by 
its air strikes, and argued that 
Moscow remained perhaps 
foe only possible mediator. 

“I think that Russia re- 
mains the only strong player 
on this scene which has not 
stained itself with irresponsi- 
ble actions,” be said. 


said roasting occupation is 
The right of all peoples, and 
that such is the right that the 
Palestinians are exercising. 
By trying to shift foe blame 
for foe resistance activities 
inside the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories to Jordan, said the 


writer, Israel is trying to 
ling U.N. 


implementing 
resolutions. Hamas, which 
dahned responsibility for foe 
bomb blasts and warned of 
three more coining up, oper- 
ates from made the occupied 
territories; its actions are 
purely Palestinian actions 
that have nothing to do with 
Jordan, said foe writer. 


Israel has resorted to false- 
hoods to justify its own impo- 
tence in dealing with the up- 
surge of violence and has 
.accused Jordan of being be- 
hind the bomb blasts carried 
out by foe Pales tinian resist- 
ance, said Al Dnstour daily. 

The Israeli threats against 
Jordan, foe paper said, are 
part of a concerted campaign 
directed against foe King- 
dom. Bnt this campaign 
would never shake the Jorda- 
nian people’s confidence in 
their leadership nor would 
they stop foe resistance from 
pursuing the struggle for free- 
dom. 

Writing in Al Dustour, col- 
umnist Taher AJ Adwan said 
that Jordan owns a world- 
wide credibility and is known 
to be adopting moderate poli- 
cies and never condomng ter- 
rorism. The Prime Minister 
off Israel, in his drive to stick 
foe b lame on Jordan for re- 
sistance activities inside the 
occupied territories, has re-' 
sorted to false reports claim- 
ing that Jordan televirion had 
aired an interview with 
Hamas elements, said the 
writer. The false claims and 
foe fact t hat Hamas is operat- 
ing from inside foe occupied 
lands have rendered the 
Israeli allegations totally 
be said. Yitzhak 
Rafams threats to Jordan, 
backed by claims and aflega- 
bons that Jordan harbours 

manifet 
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Christopher, who reportedly 
said that his country main- 
tains strong ties with Jordan. 
But the paper said that die 
Jordanians had wished to 
bear and to see practical steps 
towards ending the U.S.-led 
blockade on Aqaba to ensure 
foe strength _of these ties, 
j! There is a big" difference be- 
'• tween words and deeds said 
; the paper,- adding that 
double-standard policies nev- 
er win any credibility. 

The same -view was echoed 
by Al Ra’i daily which said 
that if Washington is serious 
about ending the Middle East 
conflict and bolstering ties 
with Jordan, it should back 
its words with deeds. Howev- 
er foe facts on foe ground 
speak otherwise, because the 
United States has maintained 
a blockade on Aqaba and 
continues to enforce Israel’s 
presence in the occupied 
Palestinian land through pro- 
viding foe Jewish state with 
foe means to achieve that 
goal, said foe paper. 

Commenting on the pros- 
pects of peace in foe region, 
Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, said 
that Israel’s con tinned refusal 
to implement U.N. resolu- 
tions and to grant the Palesti- 
nians their legitimate rights 
continue to block any move 
towards peace. Referring to 
foe Palestinian-Israeli talks , 
foe writer said that the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is doing all it can to 
end Israel’s occupation, and 
has recognised Israel and 
accepted a transitional auton- 
omy rale in Palestine. But, he 
said, Israel continues to stall 
and put obstacles to any 
agreement. 

As long as Mr. Rabin re- 
toses to commit himself and 

“s government to the imple- 
mentation of U.N. agree- 
ments and the Oslo deal, die 
° CCD P lc d lands are bound to 
witness further resistance and 
Violence activities from which 

2mm? 1 have no escape, 
sard Mohammad Kawasfa, a 
columnist in Al Dustour. The 
aid that Mr. Rabin 

ana jus government are, in- 

°J withdrawing forces 
kn* in imple- 
menfamon of foe Oslo dS, 
■arc escalating all forms of 
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Solution to siege unlikely this week 

f (Coa tfeafd from ■ . , ** 

*** 1) ftat tt cte see working for *Tbe (Ui.) embassy denies 
on the Kingdom desoite h* demandin g action foe fink between the alleged 

r ^ the “ncttaia 


• J, Tr“*“ uespue ns 

aanerence to the sanctions r , 7 T . «•*“ »« **••*» s-wiuj*ums 

against Iraq. Bat af ter mvesdra&ng these and foe dr sc asBons betwea 

Officials point to the non- officia “ said, the Jordan and the United State; 

existence of inspection opera- T? Ve ? U1 i. e,lt found nothing to afievime foe economic bar 

tions against neichbouriiip 7x- T 01 * * cir ^rations den" on Jordan from foe in 

countries which have trade S22 “formed the United speetkm operations in Aqaba 


and foe ffi sc asBons between 
Jordan and the United States 
to alleviate foe economic bur- 
den" on Jordan from foe in- 


* i_T7 imme 

Aqaba blockade is intended to 
pressure Jordan. 

“The feet that we are singled 
out and nobody is interested in 
fintfing out what trade with 
fraq goes out from Turkey, 
Syria and Iran is an indelib le 
poof t hat the purpose is to 
pressure Jordan,* 1 Jordanian 
official said, 

Jordanian officials said the 
U-S. has also been exercising 
pressure on Jordan by deman- 
ding that the Kingdom take 
act ion against companies 
which it alleges are acting as a 
front for Iraq. 

The officials said die U.S. 
had been using “non-paper di- 
plomacy” with Jordan by pro- 
viding it with lists of companies 


not take any action a w inyf 
than because they are wto 
mg neither Jordanian laws nor 
foe sanctions regime a gsfintt 

T ran 


Vl-m'-IH 


One official said foe U.S. 
has finked a solution to the 
Aqaba siege to a crack down 
on these companies whose 
number could not be deter- 
mined. 

“The U-S. is applying dou- 
ble pressure on Jordan. It is 
applying gunboat foplomacy 
and non-paper diplomacy /’ 
said prominent Parliament 
Member Abdul Karim A! 
KabaritL 

Bat the U.S. embassy in 
Amman denied that there is 
any fink between die two situa- 
tions. 


Sources said that some U.S. 
agencies were not satisfied 
with foe tnenhanisin through 
winch Jordan investigated foe 
oper a tions of foe alleged front 
companies for Iraq. They 
added that some U.S. depart- 
ments involved in the negotia- 
tions over foe inspection op- 
erations want to see Jordan 
take action against these com- 
panies as a proof of foe “re- 
mbifity” in enforcing the sanc- 
tions i mM Iraq. 

But Jordanian officials re- 
jected these explanations, in- 
sisting that fike foe siege on 
Aqaba, demands for action 
against th es e companies are 
part of the pressure foe U.S. 
□as been applying on Jordan to 
achieve political goals. 


Arafat, Peres end Bucharest talks 


administering civilian services, - 
Mr. Peres said. 

M We are all interested in 
shortening as much as possible 
foe period of overlap — turn- 
ing the twifight situation into a 
dear one,” he said. 

At a news conference, dur- 
ing an international 
forum attended by both men 
on Thursday, Mr. Arafat said 
be was certain Israeli soldiers 
would quit Gaza and Jericho 
within days of foe si gning of a. 
final .agreement. 

Israeli troops were sche- 


duled to begin their pullout 
from Gaza and Jericho in De- 
cember and end the withdraw- 
al by April 13. 

“For bow long can we say... 
tomorrow, or after tomorrow 
or next month — or no sacred 
dates,” Mr. Arafat complained 
at the news conference refer- 
ring to the delays. 

An Israeli minister said 
Israel and the PLO could sign 
an agreement in the first week 
of May. 

“Signing an agreement in 
the first week of May seems a 


very reasonable possibility to 
me,” Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Sand's comments ame 
after he attended high-level 
consultations on foe peace 
negotiations called by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

FLO chief negotiator Natal 
Shaath said Thursday that Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Rabin should 
meet in Cairo between May 2 
and May 4 to sign an autonomy 
accord. 

The negotiating teams had 
agreed to announce the date 
for signing the accord on Mon- 
day, Dr. Shaath said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

relatives; the pr o momon -of 
any form of “physical press- 
ure” or other coercion: the 
effective investigation of 
allegations of torture; and foe 
full implementation of the 
Convention against Torture. 


“While foe peace process 
between Israel and foe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) develops, the human 
rights situation in Israel and 
the oompied territories should 
remain under dose security,” 
said Amnesty International. 


NATO warns Bosnian Serbs 

ll ^ „ vers, while another persoi 

(Continued from page 1) killed bv a snmer. 


Friday foe convoy was still 
therefore trapped at foe entr- 
ance to foe town of Rogatica. 
35 kilometres east of Sarajevo, 
he said. 

Mr. Pernod said it had been 
ordered back to Sarajevo by 
General Guillaume de Lap- 
rede, UNPROFOR comman- 
der for ex-Yugosalvia, because 
“due to the situation in 
Gorazde, the detachment (fid 
not have foe means to fulfil hs 
mission.” 

The convoy left Sarajevo 
Thursday, after being delayed 
for several days. It was blocked 
at Rogatica Thursday, after- 
noon by Bosnian Serb women 
protesting about the treatment 
of their husbands at the bands 
of Muslims in Gorazde. 

Meanwhile, Serb forces con- 
tinued their onslaught on 
Gorazde, a day after what a 
U.N. spokesman described as 
“the bloodiest day” in the cam- 
paign to date. 

Kris Janowsld, an official of 
foe U-N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), said 
tlree people had been killed 
and three wounded when Serb 
shells dammed into a building 
used by U.N. militar y obser- 


vers, while another person was 
killed by a sniper. 

The hospital had received 
many hits, and the area was 
covered in smoke, he said. 
UNHCR officials had lost con- 
tact with foe hospital, 
i In Brussels, the NATO na-' 
tions considered first the plight 
of Gorazde. 

The United States had ear- 
lier suggested a five-day ulti- 
matum for the Serbs to with- 
draw their guns at least 20 
kilometres from foe city cen- 
tre or place them under U.N. 
control, diplomats said. If not, 
they would risk beiqgbmnbefo 

Diplomats had said a formu- 
la similar to that would also be 
applied to four other “safe 
areas” — Bihac, Srebrenica, 
Tuzla and Zepa. 

In February, the Serbs 
agreed to a similar arrange- 
ment in Sarajevo, the sixth 
“safe area” after a 10-day 
NATO ultimatum. Russia 
stepped in to gain the com- 
pliance of its traditional Serb 
allies, sending in peacekeep- 
ers. 

Russia's foreign minister 
condemned foe Serb assault cm 
Gorazde on Friday as “crimin- 
al” but said NATO air strikes 
would merely escalate the vio- 
lence. 


Geagea detained 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Lebanese Forces “as an 
institution” was linked to foe 
church bombing or the Cha- 
moun assassination. 

Until his arrest, be had been 
holed up at bis headquarters in 
Ghidras north of Beirut since 
the Lebanese Forces was ban- 
ned in mid-March. 

Troops backed by tanks and 
armoured vehicles took up 
positions ii*ar the headquar- 


ters before office r s acting on 
orders from judges investigat- 
ing the two violent incidents 
went in and asked Dr. Geagea 
to accompany them. 


will decide whether be will face 


“These accusations aim to 
totally hit the Lebanese Forces 
and silence the opposition,.” 
said Dr. Geagea. 


“Respect for human rights is 
fundamental for any just and 
lasting peace, therefore the 
meeting of the U-N. Commit- 
tee against Torture to examine 
Israel's record on the treat- 
ment of detainees is particular- 
ly timely.” 


Fateh, Hamas 
sign accord 

(Coafomed from page 1) 

Hamas agreed to stop killing 
collaborators from April 22 to 
May 22, 1994,” their joint 
statement said. 

Fateh official Rashid Abb 
Shbak told Reuters the month- 
long break was meant to give 
Palestinians helping Israeli in- 
telligence authorities a chance 
to redeem themselves. 

Since the start of the Palesti- 
nian uprising, collaborators 
with Israel have been punished 
and killed by die PLO and 
Hamas. 

Fateh issued a statement 

collaborators wwk?!*? halted 
until foe Israeli army turns 
over control of tire Gaza Strip 
and Jericho to Palestinian sett- 
rule as envisaged in the 
September peace deal. 

The number of collaborator 
killings has gone down since 
Hamas carried out a spate of 
them in late January and 
February. 

Hamas, which opposes the 
peace deal with Israel, has 
killed 13 Israelis in three 
attacks in the last 2 Vi weeks. 
The agreement applies only to 
foe Gaza Strip and not to the 
occupied West Bank. 

“We are in a transitional 
■period now and there is a 
security vacuum, so it would be 
better to wait until we have an 
au tho ri ty to deal with such 
issues according to a Palesti- 
nian judicial system and laws,” 
said Marwan Barehouti. a 
senior Fateh official who re- 
turned from exile this month. 

The joint statement also said 
Fateh and Hamas agreed to 
refrain from violence in solving 
disputes and to curb the num- 
ber of strike days. 

“Fateh and Hamas have 

T ied to unify strike days and 
this was aimed at earing 
economic s u ffer ing of people,” 
Abu Shbak said. 
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Kuwait cabinet under fire for 
underrepresentation of bedouins, Islamists 


By William Maclean 
Reiner 

KUWAIT — Islamist politi- 
cians with wide representa- 
tion in parliament have given 
a frosty reception to a new 
government seen as Kuwait's 
most libera] in years. 

The deputies say they fear 
the dropping of two Islamist 
ministers in an April 13 
reshuffle could be an attempt 
to reverse a post-Gulf war 
expansion of Muslim fun- 
damentalist influence in the 
oil state of 1.5 million. 

The deputies, who form 
the largest single block in the 
National Assembly, are also 
unhappy about what they see 
as curbs on media and charity 
work aimed at making 
Kuwaiti society more Islamic. 

“I think there are attempts 
under way by the government 
to incite the Islamic move- 
ment in the country. And 
that's why they don't want 
those (ministers) with them 
who could embarrass them." 
deputy Mubarak A1 
Duwailah was quoted as 


saying by the English- 
language Arab Times. 

The Islamic Constitutional 
Movement (ICM). Kuwait's 
version of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, said it would 
cooperate with the cabinet 
but the reshuffle was “well 
below expectations.” 

* “The reshuffle failed to re- 
spond to a fair political and 
social representation and 
moreover ignored large and 
important sections of the 
Kuwaiti people,” a statement 
said. 

The Islamists, who have 
worked hard to build on their 
role in Kuwait’s civilian re- 
sistance in Iraq’s 1990-91 
occupation, say cabinets 
should be finely balanced to 
include all groups. 

They say the cabinet lacks 
not only Islamist dout but 
also sufficient representation 
for the Large bedouin com- 
munity. 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad A1 Abdullah A1 Sabah 
dropped ICM member Ja- 
maan A1 Azmi as minister of 
Islamic affairs and Abdallah 
Al Hajeri. a dose associate of 


foe ICM although not a mem- 
ber. as minister of trade and 
industry. 

He also moved Muslim 
fundamentalist Jassem Al 
Oun from social affairs and 
labour to communications, 
electricity and water, where 
be has less room to act on 
religious grounds. 

Mr- Azmi and Mr- Hajeri 
were also seen as represent- 
ing foe interests of traditional 
bedouin settlements based in 
outlying desert areas. Be- 
douin also have a presence in 
Kuwait city where long- 
settled urban Kuwaitis pre- 
dominate. 

Islamist deputy Kbaled Al 
Adwa called in an article in 
Al Watan newspaper for "re- 
sidents of remote areas to 
unite” in protest against lack 
of bedouin representation. 

"Kuwait is a small nation 
and there is a great possibility 
to satisfy all sections of socie- 
ty. I criticised why remote 
areas have been ignored,” he 
was later quoted as saying. 

Liberal commentators said 
his remarks were divisive. 


Mr. Duwailah said the 
dropping of the two ministers 
was aimed at appeasing an 
Arab government that had 
been upset by recent Kuwaiti 
Islamist activities. According 
to a report in the Arab 
"nines. The report did not 
identify the government. 

Liberals hailed foe cabinet 
as the right team to rebuild 
foe affluent society along 
more progressive and self- 
reliant lines. 

But Islamists, who can 
count on the support of at 
least 15 of the 50 elected 
deputies, tend- to be suspi- 
cious of plans to privatise tne 
economy and cut welfare 
state benefits. 

Some of them have made 
outspoken allegations, de- 
nied by foe government, of 
corruption in defence pro- 
curement. But it is their so- 
da! agenda that has been the 
main focus of unease. 

Mr. Duwailah complained 
about the screening in 
Kuwait of "foe Terrorist,” an 
Egyptian film about Muslim 
militancy in that country, and 


an increase earlier this year In 
state monitoring of Kuwait's 
Islamic charities, a move seem 
by some Islamists as tanta- 
mount to an accusation of 
links between Kuwaiti char- 
ities and armed militant 

S oups in Egypt and other 
utlim countries. 

Islamist charities deny 
links to armed militant 
groups. 

Islamist deputy Ahmad 
Baqer. the secretary of par- 
liament. has called for an 
explanation of the cabinet 
changes and said the reshuf- 
fle had been conducted in an 
air of secrecy. 

The government has not 
responded so far to the critic- 
ism. 

Sheikh Saad, in a televised 
speech to the new cabinet, 
said without elaboration his 
new ministerial team should 
not be diverted by "rumours 
you may hear aiming at dis- 
torting and cultivating an 
atmosphere of instability or 
confusion.” 1 
“There are certain ele- 
ments that are never satisfied 
with anything.” 


Vienna exhibitions show totalitarian architecture 


Amnesty demands end to Israeli torture 


By Jonathan Lynn 

Reuter 

VIENNA — Dictators are 
notorious for dabbling in 
architecture as they dream of 
ideal cities for their new 
societies. 

• Two exhibitions, which 
have just opened in Vienna, 
highlight foe use of classical 
models and traditional design 
in foe plans of totalitarian 
leaders including Josef Stalin 
and Adolf Hitler. 

At the Kuenstlerbaus, 
“Art and Dictatorship” looks 
not only at architecture but 
also art in Stalin's Soviet Un- 
ion, Hitler's Germany, Be- 
nito Mussohnfs Italy, and 
1930s and 1940s Austria. 

Vienna’s Museum of Ap- 
plied Arts (MAK) is showing 
“the tyranny of beauty,” on 
architecture of foe Statin era.- 

Hitler and Stalin, although 
idq j cycal foes, bad strik- 
mgly similar tastes iriurt'ahd 
- architecture. 

Their ideal bulcfings, mas- 
sive in scale to dwarf and 
impress their citizens, drew 
on classi c al antecedents to 
create a sense of public digni- 
ty and solemnity. 

“Soviet people ^can pro- 
duce more majestic and 
memorable examples of 
architectural creation than 
this,” said Stalin. As he 
ordered die demolition of a 
17th century tower in Mos- 
cow. . 

“The people shall stand 
before these monumental 
community achievements in 
reverence and awe,” said 
Hitler of two giant sculp- 
tures, in words which. sum- 
med up his whole approach 
to art and architecture. 

Whereas foe Nazis prefer- 
red Austere designs, over- 
powering in their simplicity, 
people if they were to get 
their message across. 

Hence foe “Socialist real- 
ism” decreed - as the only 
possible style by Stalin, which 
was realistic in both its choice 
and portrayal of subjects, de- 
picting smiling tractor drivers 
heroically ploughing the 
fields of a collective farm, or 
Soviet state founder Vladimir 
Lenin lecturing eager young 
Co mmunis ts. 

Art in Nazi Germany was 
also realistic in style, with 
“degenerate" modem works 
ridiculed, destroyed or sold 
abroad. 

But German artists often 
p referr ed more escapist or 
rfaawcatl themes, although 
here too foe propaganda mes- 
sage was never far away. 

For instance a “Judgement 
of Paris” from 1939 cele- 
brates Nazi ideals of beauty 
by showing a youth wearing 

tederbosen sizing up- three 
the Stalinists decorated their 
monumental buildings with 
rich ornamentation. 
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The result: A combination 
of neo-classicism and art 
deco, such as a design for 
Moscow’s Aeroflot head- 
quarters, could pass muster 
among today’s fashionable 
“post-modem” buildings. 

But both Hitter and Stalin 


rejected anything smacking 
of the lively avant-garde 
mov e ments of the early 20th 


century — unlike Mussolini’s 
Italy, where the futurists with 
their love ■ of technology, 
speed and violence -were 
closely associated with foe 
Fascist regime. 

Massive hosts and futuris- 
tic portraits of the duce on 
show in the Knenstterfaaus 
still have something terrifying 
about them. 

For both the Nazis and the 
Communists, art and 
architecture were important 
instruments of propaganda. 

And that meant they had 
to be accessible to orinnarv 


naked German women rather 
than Greek goddesses. 

The Standard-Bearer” of 
1934 is a portrait of Hitter as 
a Medieval knight in armour. 

The Nazis had grandiose 
plans to rebuild parts of Ber- 
lin, Munich ana Linz, the 
Austrian dty near Hitler’s 
birthplace of Braunau. Hit- 
ler, a failed artist, took a 
personal interest. 

Similarly, foe Communists, 
with the active participation 
of Stalin, drew up- detailed 
plans for foe urban renewal 
of Moscow. 

Some of these, including 
die ornate metro stations ana 
skyscrapers such as Moscow 
State University, were real- 
ised. 

The skyscrapers were in- 
tended to match those in New 
York, and designs from the 
late 1940s show astonishing 
similarities to skyscrapers 
built in. New York before 


World War I. 

This rivalry culminated in 
the designs for the Palace of 
foe Soviets, a design by 
a rc hi tect Boris Iofan for >415 
metre high tower topped by a 
massive 80 metre statue of 
Lenin, was accepted in 1933. 

The palace, embodying foe 
totalitarian order with foe 
great leader at foe top, was 
never built. Although the 
huge Redeemer Cathedral on 
its designated site was pulled 
down, eventually a swimming 
pool was put there. 

Hanna Eggnr, curator of 


the MAK exmbition, points 
out the similarities of the 
Stalinist designs to classical 
buildings in ancient Rome, 
another dictatorship. 

The palatial designs of the 
Moscow Metro, built in foe 
ntid-1930s, are reminiscent of 
the baths of Caracaila in 
Rome. 

The designs in the Soviet 


Union are like those of 
ancient Rome, huge dignified 
buildings erected for the peo- 
ple by despots to distract 
them from their normal living 
conditions. 

Perhaps the most striking 
objects in the two shows are 
not the huge statues or 
monumental plans but a few 
simple drawings. 

In the Kueustterhaus, in a 
room devoted to the victims 
of the dictatorships, are four 
drawings by children mur- 
dered m foe Theresienstadt 
Concentration Camp, crayon 
drawings like any child’s, but 
informed by a terrible sad- 
ness and despair. 

One is called "No Butterf- 
lies Live Here.” 

In an adjoining room, 
terrible in their banality, are 
a couple of sketches in blue 
pencil on scraps of paper, the 
Fuehrer’s own scribbled de- 
signs for the future of Jinz. 


AMMAN INTERNATIONAL MOTOR SHOW 


^Presents 




MERICAN 

Promotion 
mx &/. 



f* 

* 



FROM 20th - 2 5th / APRIL 199 

DAILY FROM 1200 AM. TO 10:00 PM. 


H TISGRCUP 

Im* SrtHM Cm» 


ARAME 

It's A Small World. 


Organised by ■ AMMAN INTERNATIONALL MOTOR SHOW M ' M 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS LAND iPHF 

Tel: 714211 Fac: 715311 * 


















•■a 


conomy 

Peres urges Europe 
to invest in Mideast 


BUCHAREST (R) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
Thu rsday urged European 
bwuiesses to pour capital into 
rebuilding the Middle East in 
what he foresaw as a new era 
of peace and prosperity. 

“European governments 
have budgets but they don’t 

E ve money, whereas firms 
ive money but don't have 
ideas,” Mr. Peres said in a 
debate at an international poli- 
tical and economic conference 
which he co-chaircd with PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat. 

“Therefore governments 
should encourage companies 
which invest in the Middle East 
and give them guarantees,” be 
said in the debate, part of a 
Bucharest conference of the 
Swiss-based foundation, the 
Grans Montanta Forum. 

Mr. Peres said European 
companies should “export” re- 
dundant staff and help the 
Middle East with infrastruc- 


ture projects including building 
nuclear power plants. 

“Fm confident Europe is in- 
terested in the Middle East... 
and it mil be still interested in 
the Middle East even in the 
period after (the conflict),” 
Mr. Arafat said. 

“Why should one sell us 
weapons instead of spending 
that money on housing pro- 
jects? This is a proposal mat we 
want to make,” Mr. Peres said 
to the loud applause* of more 

than 1,000 pnliri damy ^ npiriiilt 

and Business people packing 
the huge, glittering and sump- 
tuous conference hall. 

In his speech, Mr. Arafat 
repeated his appeal for a new 
Marshall plan for the Middle 
East. 

International pledges of $2 3 

billion in aid for the auton- 
omous Palestinian areas fell 
“considerably” short of the 
S13.4S billion which he said 
was needed to fund develop- 


ment projects until the year 
2,000, Mr. Arafat said. 

“It is the right of the Middle 
East after such a long period of 
wars to benefit from a new 
Marshall plan,” he said. 

“Not only Israel and the 
Palestinians will benefit from 
such a plan but all territories 
(in the Middle East) wflj enjoy 
its benefits,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat said ..refaabiUtatioo 
plans for the region included 
infrastructure projects, new 
jobs and institutions. “We also 
^an to establish a strong pri- 
vate sector,” he said. 

Mr. Peres raged Turkey to 
help by supplying water to the 
parched Middle East. “I see 
the Turkish Foreign Minister 
(Hflemet Cetin) there,” Mr. 
-Peres said, pointing to the au- 
dience. “And I ask him: Why 
are you throwing the water 
into the sea?- Is the sea buying 
that water?” Mr. Peres said. 
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Arab Gulf 
capital 



fund 

proposed 

DOHA (R) — Investment 
house Janfine Flemings has 
said it was negotiating with 
Arab Gulf states to launch a 
Middle East fund to promote 
long-term capital growth. 

‘%ur firm beliefis that over 
the next few years (Gulf) gov- 
ernments will allow greater 
foreign participation in then- 
market economies. We hope to 
get involved in it very much,” 
said Nicholas Lumsden, 
Bahrain-based Golf manager 
for Flemings Holdings. 

“At present, initial funding 
is coming from traditional 
sources of lending, such as 
banks, to meet budget deficits 
or proceed with infrastructural 
projects,” Mr. Lumsden said. 

“But in the next stage, as 
and when they (Gulf states) 
need money they will explore 
diverse means of raising funds 
from the market,” he added. 

Mr. Lumsden said Bahrain, 
Kuwait and Oman wQ] turn to 
the market for foods “sooner 
than we expect. We believe 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates will fol- 
low soon. It- is something we 
are looking very, very closely 
(at) and talking with author- 
ities." 

“The region has ' enormous 
potential. We want to get 
deeply involved m it,” he said. 


Donros pledge 
$2.1binaid 
for Bangladesh 


-PARIS (R) — Donor nations 
and agencies have pledged S2.1 
trillion in aid to Bangladesh, 
raging the impoverished nation 
'to quicken the pace of econo- 
mic reform. 

■ The World Bank, which 
chaired a two-day meeting of 
donois in Paris, said payment 
wilt be conditional on timely 
efforts by Dhaka to support its 
utilities sefctfrf.*-' ■ 

Bangladesh Finance Minis- 
ter Samir Rahman said he was 
not discouraged by the con- 
ditionality of the pledge. 

“Money by itself will not 
develop a nation,” be told a 
news conference, “if we cannot 
use the resources efficiently, 
expeditiously... the objectives 
of the development partners 

r ' ng the funds to us will not 
achieved.” 

Bangladesh was raged at the 
meeting to dear bottlenecks in 
its administration system and - 
to encourage private invest- 
ment as a route to job creation 
and higher incomes. 

The country, with a popula- 
tion of. Ill million, has an 
annual per capita income, of 
around $220, among the lowest 
in the world, and its total debt 
burden stands at around $13 
billion. 

At last year's meeting, which 
coincided with the issue of a 
damning report by Amnesty 
International on Dhaka's hu- 
ts record, donors ex-- 
concern about such 
problems in the Chittagong hill 
tracts — scene of a 21-year-old * 
tribal insuigencythat has killed 
more than 3,500 people. 
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JORDAN T IMES, 

U.S., German central banks 
fail to trigger dollar rally 


Tfab rep ort by Nascr Nabobs, private dent group at Merrffl 
Lynch-Dubai, analyses movements and treads of key world 
cm re mi t s. Prices are given as of Wednesday, April 20, 1994. 

. Over vie w 

Fundamental View: Hie dollar has foiled to rally in response to 
either the Fed’s surprise 25-basis point rate hike on April 18 or to 
the Bundesbank’s recent rate cots. The dollar's lackluster 
performance may reflect a slowdown of portfolio capital flows to 
the U.S. in view of uncertain prospects for U.S. equity and bond ■* 
markets. The dollar should eventually rise further against the 
Deutschemark as German interest rates decline by more than 
expected. ’* * v 

Japan’s new prime minister is expected to make little headway 
1 on trade liberalisation, suggesting that yen strength will continue 
as part of U.S. policy to boost exports and narrow Japan’s huge 
current account surplus. 

We maintain our 12-month targets of JFY/USD 95 and 
DM/USD 1.80. 

Technical View: For the second week ina row, it was not a case of 
how many, but bow much. Even though the U.S. dollar was able 
to post gains against five of the six major currencies that we most 
regularly monitor, the U.S. dollar index fell less than 0.1% as the 
greenback fell sharply versus the Japanese yen. Put/call ratios for 
the dollar remain oversold, but are beginning to deteriorate. At 
the same time short term rates of change have begun to weaken. - 
Both of these points raise the prospects for renewed dollar 
weakness in coming days; . 

By contrast, medium term momentum is showing signs of 
bottoming, suggesting that the underlying February-April correc- 
tive pattern is coming to an end. Thus, any nearby weakness could 
well be the last leg to the correction. The inability, so for, to break 
92.80 support further adds to the prospects for a bottom. While, 
resistance at 95.50-95.90 is still important in the sense that a rally - 
through that range would allow- for a test of the February high - 
(97.10), we are lowering first resistance to 94.40. A rally through 
that level would imply that a bottom is in place. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental View: The dollar has foiled to rally against the 
Deutschemark in response to the Fed's surprise rate hike on 
Aprilk 18 or in response to recent earing moves by the 
Bundesbank. With foreign investors still wary of U.S. bond and 
equity markets, perceptions that Fed policy has stabilised may be 
required before capital inflows begin to lend more support to the 
dollar. By the same token, die Bundesbank's surprise 25-basis 
’point cut in its Lombard rate on Aprial 14 and its subsequent 
12-basis point cut in its repo rate on April 20 may be encouraging 
capital inflows into Germany ’s more hospitable financial markets. 
Eventually, the rate advantage of dollar assets over German 
assets — which is already apparent at all but the shortest 
maturities — should -lead to a stronger dollar. With German 
growth still stagnant and German inflation likely to fall to 2% or 
under next year, Germany’s .need to maintain an overvalued 
currency win diminish. 

We can therefore expect German short-term interest rates to 
foil by more than die markets expect, to perhaps 4% by this time 
next year, while the Bundesbank tolerates a gradual weakening of 
the Deutschemark against die dollar. We continue to look for the 
dollar to rise to the DM/USD 1.80 level in 6-months time and to 
continue to trade around that level in 12-months. 

Technical View: The Deutschemark fell 0.1% against the U.S. 
dollar last week. Sentiment has recently been overbought, but 
may be set to improve. At the same time, short term momentum 
also seems ready to improve. Medium term momentum stfll has 
an upwar d bias. All of this implies that still higher highs axe still 
possible fo coming weeks, but die currency’s rafty-'trcaid is . now 
mature. With all' of this in tomtf^'n^'Tfirough 1,65-1.66 
DM/USS could' ’still be enough to signal a challenge. V last 
Odober'sT.39 tug#. SfipjJSrrfe anTHOTJ-C a decline 
that range would unply a test of die currency’s February lows at 
1.765. ; . 

The area near 63.00 is still viewed as both chart and momentum 
resistance. Wtih the cross having tested support at 60.90, a 
decisive break of that level would allow for a test of the February 
low at 59.40.’ 

Japanese Yen 

Ftmdamenal View: The dollar remains little changed against dm 
yen despite the Fed’s surprise 25-point rate hike on April 18. The 
selection of Foreign Munster Hata as Japan's new prime minister 
is expected to have little impact on Japanese economic policy, 
especially since the ruling coalition is likely to remain split 
between conservatives and die Socialists. Mr. Hata’s dose ties to 
die bureaucracy suggest that there will be few bold new initiatives’ 
on trade liberalisation. Accordingly, market participants may 
continue to believe that the U.S. administration will favour yen 


Uganda tax. revenues rise 

KAMPALA (R) — Uganda's fox revenues rose 47.2 per cent last 
year to 339.27 billion sh£Qings (S339 million) from 230.48 billion 
shillings ($230 million), officials said. A ministry of finance and 
economic planning report said '.the 'jump in revenue was mainly 
caused by improved tax collection measures. Uganda Revenue 
Authority officials said they- expect to collect up to 440 billion 
shillings ($440 million) this year and much of the increase would 
be the result of higher taxes on imports. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL 23, 1994 

By Thomas S Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Upsets that occur today can woric 
out much to your satisfaction in 
die long ran, so don’t be overly 
disturbed by any delay of obsta- 
cle that looms in front of you 
today. Play it cooL 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 39) 
Keep busy at home affairs early 
and improve them- The evening 
is fine for ent er t ainin g special 
friends and associates. Express 
happiness to alL 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Yon have a fine opp or t unity now 
to gain your aims via com j 
nmmeation. Take time today to 
visit friends which are not too far, 
away. 

GEEMENb (May 21 to June Zl) 
Be sure to trap uve personal rela- 
tions with friends so there is 
more harmony. Do some reading , 
you have neglected of late to 
improve your know l ed g e. 

MOON CHILDREN: Dime 22 to 
July 21) You can now handle 
personal attain for winch you 
nave had little time of lately,. 
Schedule your time and activities 
well to benefit mostly. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Concentrate on grimug personal 
aims that have been in the back 
of mind for some time. Be more' 1 
optimistic in activities you' need 
to do. ■ - ! 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septan- - 
ber 22) Engage in civic attain ’ 
and add to your prestige. Your : 
hunches are good now. and 


. should be followed. Be careful of 
- outsiders who could be a threat 
to your rep u tation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You are able to engage in 
. new i nt e res ts now that can be 
good for you in the future. Be 
careful in die mending of money 
or there could be none left. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Attend to those 
duties that are impossible to 
handle during regular week days. 

. Strive for greater accord with 
loved one and fanniy. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Others more 
prone to listen to your, ideas 
today, so be prepared and'spend 
ax much time with them as possi- 
ble to you both. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jammy 20) Study your environ- 
ment and make plans for im- 
provements. Take health treat- 
.ments which make you fed bet- 
ter and make you more physical- 
ly fit 

.. AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Engage in activities 
yon enjoy the most and «»!»■ 
new acquaintances of worth. 
'Avoid, one who has an n tfnfi-rf 
ego and make you fed small. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
.20) Show medal thought for 
family members ami increase 
haoebny. A new interest could 
be few for. you at tins fine and 
provide you with some success. 


, , tlt1rm wav of cutting Japan’s nude surplus.. 
3I ^remSn nwtraf on the yen's prospects in the next few 
^rWv^Th^venis stiU within the l509-to-U0 range that both 
appear content to live with for the time begin. 
JSS^^ei^oKfevourthe dollar as the Fed continues to 
but trade frictions could weU beat up 
aS^oT^^edmeeting between Pradcmt Clinton and Mr. 
SSta at the G-7 summit in Naples this July. Longer-term, 
persistent current account surpluses should keep upward pressure 

^Even if fopan agrees to some market access measures for U.S. 
companies, we still expect a current account surplus of nearly 
SI 20 billion this year. That should help the yen to continue to 
ttade in the JPY/USD 100-to-110 range for most of this year and 
we expect it to reach a level as high as JPY/USD 95 bny this time 
next year. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen rallied 1.8% versus the U|S. 
dollar during the week ended April 15, making it the strongest 
currency of the six we most regularly discuss. Sentiment remains 
neutral. Short term momentum has been weak, but is showing 
signs of improvement. By contrast, medium term momentum is 
constructive, but appears to be close to peaking. Thus, any nearby 
strength will help to relieve some of the medium term pressures. 

While a test of resistance at 101 Y/USS is still posable, the .. 
currency has been in a trading range since early February and tire 
mounting downside pressures should be monitored closely. Tfje 
area around 106.40 is viewed as first support, but it shouldJRe 
noted that it would require a decline through 110 to break a 
multi-year uptrend link. ■ - 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental View: The British pound remained generally stable 
this week, trading near DM/GBP 2-52 and USS/GBP 1.48. We 
expect the pound -to rise to DM/GBP 2.65 m 12 months as 
short-term DM interest rates fell by 120 basis points compared to 
little change in sterling rates. The pound should also be supported 
by a substantial yield premium over German bonds. We expect ho 
further reductions in the baric interest rate because market 
responded unfavourably to the last cut, which was believed to be 
politically motivated. 

Thus upcoming elections in May and June would preclude a cut 
at this time. Recent data on producer and retail price inflation 
were more favourable than expected. Sufficient excess capacity is 
available to accommodate the moderate 2.7% -GDP growth We 
are expecting this year, suggesting little danger of accelerating 
inflation or the need for hikes in short-term interest rates. 

We expect the pound to trade at USS/GBP 1.47 in 12 months 
as pound appreciation against the DM is roughly offset by DM 
depredation against the dollar. 

Technical View: The British pound lost 0.4% versus the U.S. 
dollar during the week ended April 15. Sentiment is still neutral. 
The currency remains in its multi-month trading range, and short . 
term momentum appears to have bottomed. However, medium 
term momentum continues to offer little defenition- The lower 
end of the trading range at 1.46 USS/L is support; a break below 
that would allow for at least a test of the 1993 low near $1.43 and' 
possibly long term support at $1.40-$ 1.42. 

The S1J50-S1.S1 range is viewed as first resistance. A rally ' 
through second resistance at $1.55 would set the stage for a 
challenge of the long term ben chmar k at$1.60. The DM 
cross-rate pulled back to 2.52. Short term momentum is peakinri 
even as medium term momentum oscillators remain weak, a 
break below 2.485 would set the stage for a challenge of 2.43-2.44. 
Resistance is at 2.53-2J56. 
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M Y5& THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAME 
|« by Herat Arnold and Mke Arptrion 

Unscramble thane lour Jumble#, 
on# tetter to each square, to farm 
four onflnwy words. 


ROLYG 


“U 

□ 

Ll 


GHEED 

XX 


l 


TORMAN 


i n 

Ll 



QUIUI 

D 

_IX_ 



D 


PLA/ING WITH 
HER PUPPY LEFT 
HER LIKE THIS. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sua- 
owted by the above cartoon. 


m- m xi y 

(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's I PYUJN SWOON EROTIC LAVISH 

| Answer Another name for an eye doctor 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by WBfcun Canine 


ACROSS 
1 Shafts 
“ S Cofctan 
lOZtogtaM 

13 Entry 

14 Wests mater 

15 Insult 
is Legal 

proeeedbtgs 

18 Narrative 

19 Papas and 
CXmno 

20 Geometric figure 

22 Nuts 

24 SHvars and fcr 
Donahue T 

25 Largest asteroid S' 

27 Softened 
30 Stupefy 
33 Amour 

35 Han of “Star 
Ware" 

36 Outback 


37 Opera voice 
40ZBCD 
41 Lords 

43 Taken 
advantage of 

44 Standard at 



.48 Parry's DMl 
48 Move furtively 
50SwpJus 

52 Coarse lace 
made by 
knotting 

56 TootMke 
56 Darnel 

59 Church calendar 
. of a Idnd 

60 i mp overished 

53 Portent 

St Neurologist 
Kraft — 

85 Scotteh Gaefic 
68 Disfigure 
87 Actress Taylor 
asuefoM 

DOWN 

1 Improvise 

2 Dancer Shearer 

3 Stopover 

4 Venezuelan 
river 

GFblawHjxMnk 


cnktemiM.. 


6 Warmer 

7 "Do — eay_” 

8 Crouch 

® Adherents 
WPsvbifl materiel 

11 French 
.^composer 

12 Wtiate • 

iSRSwaten 
Oral count* 
£1 Standoff 

28 Otoco 1 Kazan 

29 ~ W>(tkoss 

coSSTS? 

31 QfVBOff 

32 Yield 

34 Ran (Stock*. 

_ Roger 

scout 

5®»^frivesaai 
42 Church warden 
45 Mocked 
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“SPenver ££22? 

55 Put record 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in w-op era t iau with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Cantnl Bmk of JorHaa I wh—n Im MMb 


U.S. Dollar 

0.7020 

Sterling Round 

1.0463 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4146 

Swiss Franc 

0.4695 

French Franc 

0.1209 

Japanese Yen ' 

0.6612 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3694 

Swedish Krona 

• •••a 

Italian Lira' 

0.0433 

Belgian Franc 


- Ftr ISO 

.Otter Currencies Date 

Currency 

Bid 

Lebanese Lira 1 ' 

0.040465 

Saudi Rjyal 

0. 1669 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3250 

Qatari Rival 

0. 190 5 

Egyptian Pound 

0. 1900 

Omani Rival 

1.6040 

L‘A£ Dirham 

0.1905 

Creek Drachma 0 

0.2650 

Cypriot. Pound 

1.2775 


k 21/4/1994 


0.7040 


1.0515 


0.4169 


0.4919 


0.1215 



1.6600 


0.0417 75 


0.U63 


2.3600 


0.1915 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


JNDON (R) — Mowing are the buying and selling rates for 
ding world currencies and gold against the dollar at nddsession 
the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


S. S1.00 costs 


L377G/80 
1.6926/36 
1.9030/40 
1. 4364/74 
34.82/86 
5.7990/40 
1618/21 
103.76/86 
7.8775/75 
73390/40 
6.6330/80 
SI .4884/94 
$372.85/37335 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemaiks 
Dutch gadders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
N o r w egi an crowns 
Danish crowns 


ABC Jordan hikes 
net profit by 64% 


AFM trading remains stagnant 


AMMAN (R) — The Arab 
Banking C o rporatioc’s (ABC) 


Jordanian sal 


reported 


4.700 
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Oil Thursday a 64 per cent rise 
in net proms to 2.128 million 
dinars ($3,022 million) against 
1.297 million dinars {SI .842 
million) in 1992. 

ABC Jordan's board of 
directors proposed a rise in 
cash dividends to 90 fils (13 
cents) per share, nine per cent 
of the one dinar (SI .40) nomin- 
al share value c ompar ed to 
eight per cent distributed in 
1992. 

It set aside 900,000 dinars 
(S1.27 miliroa) of its net profit 
for distribution. 

The bank is a subsidiary of 
the Bahrain-based Arab Bank- 
ing Corporation, which owns 
60 per cent of its capital. Jor- 
dan's Hoang Bank owns 25.46 
per cent. It is registered as a 
Jordanian public shareholding 
company. 

ABC Jordan's income in- 
creased to 5.2 million dinars 
($738 mflfion) from 3.6 mPSon 


dinars (S5.1I million) in 1992. 

Deposits increased 16.5 per 
cent to 108 million dinars 
(S1S3.4 million) in 1993. from 
92.66 million dinais ($131.6 
million) in 1992. 

Total assets rose 123 per 
cent to 137.84 million dinars 
($195.79 million) in 1993 
against 122.70 million dinars 
($17438 million) in 1992. 

Loans rose 28.4 per cent to 
60.1 mflfion dinars ($85.36 mil- 
lion) in 1993 from 46.8 million 
dinars ($66.47 million) in 1992. 

The bank wrote off bad 
debts of 138 million dinars 
($1.96 million) compared to 
703319 dinars ($999310) in 
1992. An estimated $6 million 
debts were incurred in a 1989 
insolvency of 8 subsidiary 
brokerage firm. 

ABC Jordan reduced to 
4.059,818 dinars ($5.76 mil- 
lion) loans from its two main 
shareholders used to cover its 
bad debt problems. The loans 
stood at 4.505,327 dinars 
($639 million) in 1992. 


Qy a Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Many investors 
are continuing to stay away 
from trading in the Amman 
Financial Marker (AFM), re- 
sulting in stagnant trading and 
a decline in prices, brokers said 
Friday. 

The weekly AFM report said 
turnover for the week ending 
Thursday was JD 83 million, a 
23 per cent decline from the 
previous week. 

Brokers said the market was 
stagnant because investors 
were reluctant to indulge in 
major trading against the back- 
drop of the unresolved stand- 
off over Jordan’s demand for 
an end to the damaging inspec- 
tions of all Aqaba-bound ves- 
sels by enforcers of the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq. 

They said comments on 
Wednesday by U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
that be would be carrying "sug- 
gestions" to resolve the crisis 
over the blockade of Aqaba 
could revive investor interest 
this week. 

The general share price in- 


dex based on 60 major com- 
panies fisted in the market 
dropped by 1.4 points to 156.9 
points as trading- closed 
Wednesday, the AFM report 
said. The drop represented an 
indicative one per cent decline 
in share prices during the 
week. 

There is no trading on 
Thursday, when weekly trans- 
actions arc formally entered 
into the companies* books and 
accounts are closed. 

Turnovers in the past three 
weeks have shrunk to less than 
half of the JD 1S.2 million 
registered during the week en- 
ding March 24, four days be- 
fore His Majesty King Hussein 
said Jordan’s return to peace 
talks with Israel was contingent 

on an end to the Red 'Sea 

inspections which have caused 
severe economic damages tu 
Jordan. 

The share price index stood 
at 167.1 points on March 24. 

The banks and financial in- 
stitutions sector accounted for 
JD 3.9 million, or 47 per cent, 
of the turnover of lost week. 


Japan’s life employment system cracking — poll 

(AFP) — Japan's the remaining 60 per cent start their own business in the It will begin taking appfica- 

ted system of em- hoped to stay with their com- future and 62 per cent were tions next month for early re- 
fer life is cracking. panies until they retired, usual- interested in their companies' tirement for staffers aged 

per cent of middle ly at 60. incentive-backed programmes above 30. J AL hopes to cut 5>U 

jobs through that programme. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
much-touted system of em- 
ployment for life is cracking, 
with 40 per cent of middle 
managers at major Japanese 
companies saying they might 
quit before the mandatory re- 
tirement age, according to a 
poll published Friday. 

But the survey, conducted 
by leading economic newspap- 
er Nihon Keizai. showed that 


The poll was taken in early 
April of 100 people, with an 
average age of 44 and with five 
year's experience at the 
middle-management level. 

It found that 16 per cent had 
plans to change their jobs or 


start their own business in the 
future and 62 per cent were 
interested in their companies' 
incentive-backed programmes 
promoting early retirement. 

Japan Airlines Co. Ltd. 
(JAL) announced last Tuesday 
it would reduce its workforce 
by 4.250 jobs to 17.400 in four 
years to improve its financial 
position. 


Japan's jobless rate early 
this year was 2.7 per cert. :hc 
highest level in nearly six 
years, although it was still low- 
er than those of othei major 
industrial countries. 


followed by industries with JD 
2.S million, or 33.7 per cent, 
the services sector with JD 1 . 1 
million, or 6.6 per cent, and 
insurance stock wonh JD 
500.000. or 6.6 per cent. 

Contracts concluded during 
the week totalled 4.785 and 
covered 2.5 million shares of 
90 companies. 20 of them 
showing gains. 57 slipping and 
10 closing with prices un- 
changed. the AFM report said. 

Individual sector indices 
dosed mixed. The banks and 
financial institutions index 
dropped by 1.9 points, or 1.1 
per cent, and the industrial 
sector index by 1.7 points while 
the services sector index 
gained 0.5 points, or 0.3 per 
cent, and the insurance com- 
panies index rose by 0.2 points, 
or 0.2 per cent. 

Brokers said while the stan- 
doff over the siege of Aqaba 
was a major factor in the de- 
cline in the market, dividend 
distribution and final figures of 
many companies during March 
and April were other elements 
behind the stagnation. 

The drop in prices was most- 
ly a direct result of dividend 
distribution, they pointed out. 
adding that there was no 
dumping of stocks by worried 
investors. 

Brokers described Secretary 
Christopher’s comments, made 
during a satellite interview 
with journalists based in the 
Middle East, as encouraging 
and contributing to shoring up 
investor confidence - 

“But the essential factor is 
that the "suggestions" that Mr. 
Christopher referred to. what- 
ever they are. should material- 
ise into concrete action." said 


one broker, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity in line with 
standing AFM guidelines. 

*‘lf nothing happens on the 
ground despite the ‘sugges- 
tions' and ‘proposals,’ then the 
market will witness a drastic 
fall." the broker predicted. 

lire boom that the AFM 
witnessed in the past 30 
months owed much to the 
launching of the Arab-Israeli 
peacce process in Madrid in 
October 1991. Investors are 
betting that the dividends of 
peace would lead to dramatic 
rises in share prices. 

As a direct result, any sign of 
a setback to the peace process 
is immediately reflected on the 
AFM, which many consider as 
the best barometer for investor 
confidence in the Jordanian 
economy. 

"Psychological factors 
affecting the market arc re- 
lated to fears that there will be 
customs barriers for Jordanian 
companies' products in the 
West Bank and dashing of ear- 
lier expectations of finding an 
extended market there,'* 
senior banker Mifieh Aqel wav 
quoted as saving by Reuter. 

"An overall drop in demand 
in the economy, with some 
squeeze in liquidity and some 
1993 company results that are 
not as good as 1992. all this has 
reflected itself negatively in the 
market and an unordmary 
drop in trading activity,'* Mr. 
Aqel added. 

The official listed market u 
being further weakened by a 
record number of issues in the 
primary market this year, 
which has drawn funds from 
overvalued stock to the cheap- 
er new issues. Reuter said. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MCKMG, AM FREKSH1 
FOWWUtOMG. OOOR-10 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
J; Fax: 810520 . „ ; 


‘Rozenalm 


L 




Hommage a Amman 
...a tribute to tradition, 
culture and heritage ... 

the in-place to be ! 1 


Tel . 613572 / 630571 Fax.630572 Jabal Am man ,2nd Circle 


r m 

RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
aiul Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


■ SfORtS PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 day s a week 
4p.m. till J2 p.m. 
and the kamika/.is 
are always I J.D. Each 


2nd- Circle ■ Jabal Unman 
opp. Frcnchinaf 

Tel.653482 


.Swelffyeh. 

816690 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO OOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACEBUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN- JORDAN 

y : .. 


“The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! 




iJAirorn 

iUji|I|I= 


Amman - Tef. 607193 

P.O.Bck 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

fd«*l Residence For 
ExpttrlatMjnd 


/ CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia/} Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 330 p.m 
630 - Midnight 
S. Air Conditioned Hall > 



12 am -V. Late 


ismcomsixiu. 

J.'liU 


The first ft best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 



Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 6389$$ 


The Best.Iv 
Indian Cvisinl 


»» lit 

V 

I 13 \Mma 

? On s K<»k I.’. \<-*r i. Divsnt ;j| 
Por reiervationj cill 54138! 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 940 Pit to 3*0 AM. 
Tuesday doMd 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shoatini 


& 

5ZEEHWAN EARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skffled Chinese Chefs 


1 tQallX JJDtux). UK*** 


TaJkm away is avallaMe 

Shx At-Arad Szeet 
iAn mxanar: Commercial Certn 

Telj M1174 
Cnee Tasted Mwiyutved 



Club Restaurant 

’-"lilivdt SKif.'m N I N(i.X~ 


AVIS 


SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 

& Evenings 


Jabal A1 Webdeh/Tel. 637101/637102 


La vie Beauty 
center 

for Facial deansing , Massage, 
Sugaring . Waxing Jfail Can 
,Makt-Vp And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We use the bat French Cosmetiee 


femandaubry 


Reservation & Information 

Um Uthainah - Tel.*. 661217 



sol K I MM l I H AINA 
VMMAN TEL. M 5987 


STUDIO IIAIG 

Professional Quality in 
] Hour Service' 

Cleaning Sendees 
Every Dav 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gec- 

• JUMBO photo 

jjst. <^*L-irnr and 
pn fr ifiivulC leunrn 

size 30% lawyer 

t— Ul W-// 

* Free enlarge- 

\<w 

mmnt 20 x 30 cm 

ill 1 Mi 

Sbmeisani - Opp. Cnndlays 

Pkrrt 6&i6~ 1 0 

Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 

MB 


C 

m 


m 

ESfiSiPS 


SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 




FOR RENT 


DofanVBssam/Aparin^s 
in Amman. 

For farther deiials please call 
SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


AL-FUHIES TOURS 

'OD. 

L. 'vLw m U j Vt J l 

AMneTfckets, Hotel Reservation's 
Groups Discount prices 


jJjljll ^yvi-Vl JL* cOUj 


Lebanon, Syria .Turkey . Evgpt . 
'.-aq . Cyprus . Bangkok . Eataya 


MW OFFICE: AL- FUHES 
TflL 720887- Fax:72SS7 
BRANCH: AL- ABDALU 
TaL; 619551/2/3 - Fax : 61S5S3 


We have all types cf 
Electrical home appliances 
TV.. W.M. Ret.. Audios. V.C., 
T.V. with video, Fax. Pianos 

«?!> DUTY FREE & 

mn«o 

Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P-O-Box 860236 
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Japan premier- designate Hata 
appeals for coalition unity ^ 


TOKYO (R) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Tsutomu Hata, set to take 
over as Japanese prime minis- 
ter. appealed to his fractious 
coalition Friday to unite and 
form a large political group 
ahead of the next general elec- 
tion. 

After narrowly averting a 
break-up over policy differ- 
ences, coalition leaders buried 
the hatchet and agreed to 
nominate Mr. Hata. 58. as 
their candidate in a parliamen- 
tary vote Monday to appoint a 
successor to Morihiro Hosoka- 
wa. 

“I've decided to accept Che 
terrifying responsibilities that 
come with leading the na- 
tion.'* Mr. Hata tola a news 
conference. 

“1 hope the coalition will be 
able to agree to cooperate and 
to create a larger fgroup) be- 
fore the next elections.'' 

Although formal confirma- 
tion must await Monday's 
vote, Mr. Hata is certain to win 
because of the coalition's 
majority in the decisive lower 
house. 

Politicians and analysts, 
however, say the latest policy 
struggle has left the fragile 
alliance even shakier than be- 
fore. a factor likely to destabil- 
ise the new government. 


“The fact it took two weeks 
to agree to a vague policy plan 
means Hata is going to have 
difficulty governing," said col- 
umnist Minoru Morita. 

Rei Shiratori, politics pro- 
fessor atTokai University, said 
Mr. Hata’s government would 
be short-lived. 

“There’s going to be more 
friction along the lines we saw 
these past two weeks... and I 
don’t think the Hata cabinet 
will last very long." 

Mr. Hosokawa’s sudden res- 
ignation on April 8 triggered a 
power struggle and two weeks 
of policy wrangling between 
the coalition’s mainstream con- 
servatives and the leftist 
Socialists. 

By early Friday, with the 
Socialists threatening to quit 
the coalition for the fourth 
time in as many months, the 
two feuding sides finally 
agreed to a watered-down poli- 
cy platform that failed to .re- 
solve the two most contentious 
issues — how to reform the tax 
system and what policy to 
'adopt on North Korea. 

Mr. Hata attempted to play 
down the divisions threatening 
his government. 

“I don't think the coalition is 
badly split," he said. 

“Over the last eight months 


of coalition rule, we bad trou- 
ble agreeing on a number of 
issues like (opening the) rice 
market." he said. “So now we 
bave an agreement to steal with 
problems like tax reform which 
we’ll have to resolve by June." 

Mr. Hata and powerful 
backroom partner Ichiro Oza- 
wa, co-leaders of the Shinseito 
(Renewal Party), wanted the 
coalition to agree to bike a 
three per cent value-added tax 
to fond proposed income tax 
cuts and set aside funds to 
support an ageing society. 

At first the Socialists balked 
at raising a tax they had fought 
unsuccessfully to kill in 1989. 
Then they relented and de- 
manded the coalition agree 
first to seek a “national under- 
standing" — something the 
conservatives finally accepted. 

On North Korea, the Social- 
ists insisted the policy docu- 
ment name China, along with 
the United States and South 
Korea, as a country Japan 
must consult in the event of a 
worsening crisis on Pyon- 
gyang's suspected nuclear arms 
programme. 

In the final communique, 
the feuding camps agreed 
merely that Japan would con- 
sult “other Asian countries". 

Mr. Ozawa shrugged off the 


coalition's painful process of 
consensus-bo Deling. 

“We’re working towards 
creating a good political sys- 
tem," he said on television . 
“We're just in the process 
now." 

In proposing a new group to 
field joint candidates in future 
elections, Mr. Hata aims at 
creating a large conservative 
party to compete with the 
once-dorainant liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (U>P), still foe 
biggest in parliament. 

Elections could be called la- 
ter this year or in 1995 after a 
special panel completes work 
on a new electoral map prom- 
ised in Mr. Hosokawa's politic- 
al reform package passed in 
January. 

While coalition conserva- 
tives welcomed Mr. Hata’s call 
for greater unity, the Socialist- 
led camp was wary. 

“We need more time to de- 
cide,” Keigo Ouchi, Democra- 
tic Socialist Party leader, said 
curtly. 

Meanwhile, foe yet-to-be- 
formed Hata government had 
advance warning Friday of 
squalls ahead when the LDP 
served notice it planned to call 
Mr. Hosokawa to parliament 
to testily on the loans scandal 
that forced his resignation. 


Perry gives cool welcome to 
N. Korean nuclear offer 


TOKYO (R) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary Wiffiam Perry gave a 
guarded welcome Friday to a 
North Korean offer to let Un- 
ited Nations experts look at 
key evidence in a row over its 
alleged secret atomic bomb 
project. 

North Korea invited die In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Thursday to 
send experts to watch while 
spent fuel rods at its main 
nuclear -reactor in Yongbyon 
are unloaded and replaced. 

The United States and its 
allies believe North Korea is 
planning to build, or has 
already made, nudear bombs. 

Earlier this week, North Ko- 
rean leader Kim B-Snng repe- 
ated his secretive country's 
strong denials that it had any 
nuclear weapons ambitions. 

Mr. Perry said Friday, 
however, that without outside 
surveillance, the North Ko- 
reans could --extract enough 
plutonium from- the fuel to 
make four or five nuclear 
bombs. 

“We welcome these talks 
between IAEA and North 
Korea," Mr. Peny told a news 
conference in Tokyo, where he 
held talks with Japanese offi- 
cials on regional security. 

He added, though, that the 
IAEA would need to establish 
to what extent it would have 


access to sensitive parts of the 
Yongbyon site, north of the 
capital Pyongyang. 

“The IAEA has agreed to 
the meeting but has stated very 
clearly that for them to be 
willing to go to Yongbyon 
again they need to bave a dear 
understanding of what it is they 
will be allowed to do when 
they get there,” he said. 

The IAEA has already been 
foiled once this year. 

“We call on North Korea to 
allow the IAEA to not only be 
present at the unloading but to 
finish the inspections that they 
agreed to during foe Feb. 15 
agreement.” said Mr. Peny. 

“It is very dear that foe 
IAEA needs more than just a 
physical presence at Yongbyon 
at the time of foe removal.” 

Mr. Perry also said that, if 
foe latest inspection hopes 
were dashed, foe United States 
mig^t independently organise 
sanctions on North Korea if it 
coulfo-nofr 'persuade the IKN. 
Security Council to do so. 

“If we and Japan and South 
Korea requested sanctions and 
the United Nations for one 
reason or another was not able 
to agree to it, then I believe 
that we would then seek a way 
of imposing some sort of multi- 
national sanctions even if they 
did not involve every nation in 
foe world,” he said. 


S. Korea replaces premier 


SEOUL (R) — Lee Hoi- 
Chang resigned as South Ko- 
rean Prime Minister Friday 
and was replaced by bis deputy 
Lee Yung-Dug, a presidential 
spokesman said. 

The shock resignation re- 
vealed an unexpected rift in 
foe leadership of South Korea’s 
civilian government, currently 
under pressure from the row 
with Communist North Korea 
over Pyongyang’s alleged de- 
velopment of nudear arms. 

Lee Hoi -Chang tendered his 
resignation to President Kim 
Young-Sam by letter Friday 
and it was accepted, the 
spokesman said. 

The outgoing Mr. Lee, who 
took office last December, 
caused a political stir Thursday 
when he said be wanted to 
increase his control over state 
affairs. 

News reports said Mr. Lee 
has been at odds with some of 


his cabinet members over 
national policies. Analysts said 
Mr. Lee had been unhappy 
that be had been ignored when 
policies were being formu- 
lated. 

Mr. Lee’s unexpected res- 
ignation came hoars after a 
weekly meeting of top security 
officials on the North Korean 
nuclear problem was cancel- 
led, following his instruction 
that the agendas of such meet- 
ings should first be approved 
by him. 

The meeting was to have 
been beaded by Mr. Lee Yung- 
Dug and included the foreign 
and defence ministers. Mr. Lee 
Hoi-Chang was not to have 
attended the meeting. 

Local press reports said the 
outgoing prime minister was 
unhappy because several im- 
portant policies had been 
announced before receiving his 
approval. 


White right makes veiled 
threat toS. African voters 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's hardline white 
right, spurning 1 lth-hour over- 
tures to join next week’s his- 
toric elections, has told voters 
it could be dangerous to vote in 
foe poll to end over three 
centuries of white power. 

Kobus Beyers, a member of 
foe pro-apartheid Conserva- 
tive Party, warned there would 
be attempts to sabotage the 
April 26-28 all-race elections in 
some parts of the country when 
foe polls open Tuesday, state 
radio reported Friday. 

Mr. Beyers, speaking in the 
Afrikaners’ Orange Free State 
heartland, said “soft targets" 
would be avoided, but gave no 
details of plans to disrupt the 
poll which foe African Nation- 
al Congress (ANC) is widely 
expected to win. 

Police investigating a bomb 
attack on an office of foe Inde- 
pendence Elmoral^Com mis- 
sion in the white farming town ' 
of Hoopstad in the Orange 
Free State said the type of 
explosives used pointed to the 
white right. 

A spokesman said they were 
closing in on those responsible 
for the Thursday morning 
attack, the first of its kind. 
“The right wing are mostly the 
people who make use of com- 
mercial explosives. We have a 
good idea who foe curlprits 
are,” a police spokesman said, 
adding arrests looked immi- 
nent. 

A leading security analyst, 
meanwhile, predicted the gov- 
ernment, which has the power 
to detain suspects without trial 
for up to 10 days, would crack 
down on the white right: 

“We could be looking at a 
security clampdown any day 
now." Jakkie Glliers. director 
of the independent Institute 
for Defence Policy, told Reu- 
ters “it would be extremely 
stupid of the government or 
the TEC (Transitional Execu- 
tive Council) not to do some- 
thing against radicals threaten- 
ing the elections." 

Conservative Party leader 
and head of the right-wing 
Afrikaner People's Front 
(AVF) Ferdi Hartzenberg 
Thursday rejected suggestions 
that he should throw in his lot 
with General Constand Vil- 
joen’s Freedom Front, which is 
contesting foe poll to pursue its 
goal of a white homeland or 


Volkstaat. 

“If you participate in the 
election, you vote for no- 
thing." Mr. Hartzenberg said. 
The neo-Nazi Afrikaner Re- 
sistance Movement says 
thousands of supporters are 
mustering in right-wing heart- 
lands to counter any ANC-led 
“Communist government.” 

Mr. Viljoen, who said ear- 
lier this week it might take 20 
years to realise a Volkstaat. is 
holding talks with foe ANC to 
ny to win agreement in princi- 
ple on an ethnic homeland for 
Afrikaners. 

Both the government and 
the ANC have ruled out split- 
ting the new South Africa into 
ethnic mini-states. 

Mr. Viljoen, a former army 
chief, says his campaign has 
been boosted by the last- 
minute election entry of Zulu 
chief Mangosufou ButhelezTs 
‘ InkathaTreedom Party, until 
• earlier perceived as 

an ally of anti-election white 
rightwingers. 

Mr. Buthelezi, who joined 
foe poll Tuesday, took his cam- 
paign into ANC territory in the 
eastern and northern Trans- 
vaal. 

Projecting Inkatha as a 
national force rather than just 
a Zulu-based party, Mr. 
Buthelezi said Thursday South 
Africa would fall under Com- 
munist control if the ANC 
were to win the poll. “The 
ANC intends to perpetuate 
central government tyranny... 
They intend to subject foe peo- 
ple of this region KwazuJu- 
Natal to dictatorial Communist 
rule," he told a campaign tally. 

Mr. Buthelezi lifted his elec- 
toral boycott when he, his 
main blade rival Nelson Man- 
dela and President F.W. De 
Klerk sealed a deal giving con- 
stitutional protection to the 
Zulu kingdom. 

He is expected by pollsters 
to win his greatest support in 
the Kwazulu homeland, of 
which be is chief minister, and 
the surrounding Natal province 
where a state of emergency 
was dedared on March 31 to 
safeguard foe elections. 

The area is home to many of 
foe country's 8.3 million Zulus, 
whose loyalty Inkatha and the 
ANC have fought over in a 
power struggle that has killed 
10,000 people there in 10 
years. 


Hundreds queue on Red Square to remember Lenin 


MOSCOW (AP) — Hundreds 
of pensioners with Soviet flags 
ana red carnations lined up on 
Red Square to pay their re- 
spects to Vladimir Lenin Fri- 
day, the 124th anniversary of 
foe Soviet founder’s birth. 

Russian newspapers pub- 
lished several stories about 
Lenin and the meaning of the 
day in post-Soviet Russia. Dur- 
ing foe Communist eta, it was 
among foe most important 
dates in the Soviet Union. 

On a bright, crisp day, 
crowds began forming early 
Friday to file through Lenin's 
chilly marble mausoleum to 
view his body preserved under 
glass. Many brought flowers, 
flags and portraits of Lenin. 

President Boris Yeltsin, who 
has overseen the dismantling 
of the state system Lenin built, 
had no special plans to mark 
the day. 

“It’s not within foe range of 
his interests," spokesman 
Dmitry Orfyonov said. 


The newspaper Rabochaya 
Tribuna decried foe current 
official indifference towards 
the date and foe hostility to- 
wards Lenin. The gov e r nm ent 
has removed the Honour 
Guard who stood outside the 
mausoleum and the mayor has 
suggested evicting Lenin for 
burial in St. Bcterabure, the 
former imperial capital that' 
once bore his name: Lening- 
rad. 

“Is tins fair? Have those who 
have embarked upon the road 
of downright blemishing their 
own history made a mistake?” 
the newspaper asked. "All 
these questions will have to be 
answered yet.” 

The former Communist 
organ Pravda printed a front- 
page picture of Lenin and 
urged Russians to remember 
his contributions. 

“Lenin must be defended,” 
Pravda said. “Defending Lenin 
does not mean attacking his 
abusers, it means to reveal the 


source of the ties, slander, 
frauds and swindles. Yes, my 
friends, when we defend 
Lenin, we defend foe entire 
society from total degrada- 
tion." 

In a television interview 
Thursday night, historian 
Dmitry Volkogonov said Lenin 
sought Josef Stalin’s help to 
commit suicide in foe last 
months of his life. 

Stalin in 1923 received a 
note from Lenin’s wife, 
Nadezbda Krupskaya, urging 
him to grant Lenin's request 
for cyanide, Mr. Volkogonov 
said. 

Mr. Volkogonov, a Yeltsin 
military adviser and author 
who has had extensive access 
to formerly secret archives, 
said Lenin’s request could have 
been p ro m p t e d by his brain' 
disease and the chaotic politic- 
al situation in the country. 

Lenm spent his final months 
cut off from political activity 
because of his dedming health. 


At the same tune, Statin was 


wanted Lenin out of his 

way. 

“For him (Lenin), to stay 
ont of politics and power 
amounted to death,’’ the 
ITAR-TASS news agency said . 

Statin apparently rejected 
Lenin’s request; foe Soviet 
founder (fied On Jan. 21, 1924, 
after suffering a series of 
strokes. 

One Russian newspaper 
took an i r rev e rent swipe at 
Lenin and those who continue 
to support him. 

"Those who think he was a 
saint are mistaken,” Moskovs- 
ky Komsomolets said. “Lenin 
committed so many crimes, 
lied so much and fornicated so 
much that he cannot be cano- 
nised (even in foe Communist 
faith). 

"Lenin’s deeds: RntMess- 
ness, treachery, total lack of 
repentance... are more typical 
of a pagan deity,” it said. 



Fife picture dated March 1992 shows an aerial view of the 
Chernobyl nudear plant where the greatest cntiHan nude ar 
ca t astrophe took place on Aprfl 26, 1986. The Ukrainian govern- 
ment refuses even a temporary closure of the plant despite two 
recent incidents and the pressure of international nudear experts 
(AFT photo) 

Chernobyl to stay Open, 
Ukraine tells IAEA 


VIENNA (R) — Ukraine is 
refusing to close down its 
incident-prone Chernobyl nuc- 
lear plant, scene of foe world's 
worst nuclear disaster in 1986, 
a spokesman for the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agen- 
cies (IAEA) said Friday. 

“The Ukrainians are taking 
a firm tine, that Chernobyl will 
continue to operate... even as 
and when nuclear power sta- 
tions are brought onstream ” 
.IAEA spokesman David Kyd 
told Reuters as two-day 
emergency talks in Vienna 
drew to a close. 

Chernobyl’s operators were 
due to issue a statement in 
Kiev adopting an uncomprom- 
ising line on keeping foe plant 
tipeQ, officials there said. 

“I have seen the statement 
and we are getting foe same 
message here. No deals," Mr. 
Kyd said. 


He quoted the Ukrainian 
statement as saying: “If you 
want to help us, we are delight- 
ed, but whatever happens 
Chernobyl will continue to 
produce electricity in this de- 
cade.” 

Officials of the IAEA, the 
U.N.'s nuclear watchdog, were 
due to bold a news conference 
after nuclear experts from 13 
countries met Ukrainian offi- 
cials to discuss “numerous 
safety deficiencies 11 found last 
month at foe plant by an eight- 
man inspection team. 

Key areas of concern are two 
reactors kept running on the 
orders of the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment last year beyond their 
planned closure date, and a 
crumbling concrete tomb en- 
casing reactor four, which blew 
up eight years ago, kilting 31 
and spewing a radioactive 
cloud over Europe. 


Troop 
movement 
heralds 
Sri Lanka 
offensive 


COLOMBO (R) — A mass 
withdrawal of troops from 
eastern Sri Lanka this week 
may herald a long-awaited 
offensive against Tamil guerril- 
las in thOT northern Jaffna 
peninsula stronghold, military 
officials and analysts said Fri- 
day. 

Thousands -of troops have 
been moving in convoys to the 
eastern port town of Trinco- 
malee during tbe past week, 
they said. 

“If troops being withdrawn 
are going to Trincomalee it 
probably means they are being 
shipped north for a major 
offensive,” said a defence 
analyst. 

The move comes as the 
armed forces are shopping for 
more aircraft, armoured vehi- 
cles and gunboats to crush Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam rebels who have been 
fighting since 1983 for an inde- 
pendent homeland in tbe is- 
land's north and east. 

But analysts said the rede- 
ployment could weaken milit- 
ary control of the east, where 
troops have gained foe upper 
band after being mauled by 
marauding groups of Tigers 
two years ago. 

Six of seven regular infantry 
battalions and three of five 
TOttnneer lanwiij otxtaaoos deployed 
m tbe Ampirai, Bitticaku and 
Trincomalee districts have 
been pulled out and some 20 
camps emptied, officials said. 

Elite army commandos and 
special forces have also moved 
out. 

Special Task Force (STF) 
police commandos were re- 
placing the army in eastern 
jungle and coastal areas, while 
regular police were taking over 
dunes in urban areas, nffiAli 
said. 


Ukraine, Russia agree to share fleet ships 


SEVASTOPOL, Ukraine (R) 
— Ukraine and Russia agreed 
Friday to a share-out of the 
ships malting up the Black Sea 
Fleet, but were unable to de- 
cide where each was to base its 
own navy, military ■ officials 
said. 

A member of Ukraine’s de- 
legation to two days of talks, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said Ukraine was to keep 164 
of 894 vessels making up the 
fleet — about 20 per cent. It 
would sell the remainder of its 
50 per cent share to Russia. 


Tbe Ukrainian delegation 
member said a special commis- 
sion of experts had met 
through the night to achieve 
the breakthrough on ship num- 
bers. 

. He said Moscow had re- 
jected a Ukrainian proposal to 
move the Russian fleet to the 
port of Donuziav. tike Sevasto- 
pol on Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula. 

The talks took place a week 
after President Leonid Krav- 
chuk of Ukraine and Boris 
Yeltsin of Russia agreed in 


principle to a 50-50 share-out 
of foe fleet's ships and installa- 
tions. The two countries' de- 
fence ministers were holding a 
new negotiating session Fri- 
day. 

Dividing foe fleet has been 
one of foe thorniest problems 
separating post-Soviet Ukraine 
and Russia. It is complicated 
by the fleet’s location in 
Crimea, where foe ethnic Rus- 
sian majority population has 
been seeking closer ties with 
Moscow. 


U.S. to seek tighter Haiti sanctions 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States will seek com- 
prehensive international sanc- 
tions against Haiti's military 
government for refusing to 
give op power to a democrati- 
cally elected president, U.S. 
officials said Thursday. 

The development came on a' 
day of outrage m Washington 
against American policy to- 
wards Haiti. Exiled Haitian 
President Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide denounced the policy and 
six members of Congress 
staged a rare protest in front of 
the White House. 

President Bill Clinton’s 
National Security Adviser, 
Anthony Lake, informed Mr. 
Aristide of foe new U.S. plans 


during a meeting that also in- 
cluded Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott and 
Haiti’s ambassador to 
Washington, Jean Casimir. 

’The U.S. side informed the 
Haitian president that we in- 
tend to seek comprehensive 
sanctions against foe Haitian 
military government as a result 
of its refusal toabide by its 
previous obligations and its 
terrible human rights record,” 
said a U.S. official. 

“We intend to go to tbe 
U.N. Security Council soon 
with a resolution on these sanc- 
tions,” he said. 

Current sanctions include 
fuel and ammunition. Addi- 
tional sanctions would cover a 


freeze on Haitian assets and 
other items. The only items 
exempt would be food and 
humanitarian needs, the offi- 
cials said. 

At a news conference. Mr. 
Aristide denounced Clinton’s 
policy towards his country as 
racist and compared tbe treat- 
ment of Haitian refugees to 
that of Jews before the holo- 
caust. 

It was some of his sharpest 
rhetoric to date to express his 
disenchantment with Mr. Clin- 
ton. He was joined by human 
rights activist Randall Robin- 
son, who was in the 10th day of 
a hunger strike to protest U.S. 
policy. 


Sihanouk proposes reconciliation talks 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian head of state King 
Norodom Sihanouk proposed 
Friday to hold a new round of 
reconciliation talks between 
the coalition government and 
the Khmer Rouge guerrilla fac- 
tion. 

The proposal follows the 
; humiiiating defeat of the 
Cambodian army which was 
forced Tuesday to abandon the 
western town of Pailin after a 
successful guerrilla counter 
attack. 

“I am inviting Chea Sim, 
president of the National ' 
Assembly of Cambodia, Sam- 
dech Krom Pteah Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh, first prime 
minister. Samdech Hun Sen. 
second prime minister and Mr. 
Khieu Samphan. president of 
the PDK (Party of Democratic 
Kampuchea or Khmer Rouge) 
to a round table to discuss 
national reconciliation under 
my presidency at the royal 
palace from Monday May 2nd 
until Saturday the 7th of May.” 
he said in a statement released 
Friday. 

Gem and timber rich Pailin, 
the former Khmer Rouge 
headquarters. 300 kilometres 
west of Phnom Penh, was cap- 
tured on March 19 by a 4.000- 
strong army taskforce. 


a ashes between the rebels 
and army units continued fol-. 
lowing the capture resulting in 
a lightning Khmer Rouge 
counter-strike against the gov- 
ernment army Tuesday. 

King Sihanouk £aid a de- 
teriorating security situation in 
Cambodia would destroy foe 
country if left unabated. 

_ “The fratricidal war con- 
tinues to destroy tbe country. 
If this continues our country 
w£U die,” he said in an emo- 
tional appeal for ■ reconcilia- 
tion. 

At foe same time, foe guer- 
rillas face outlaw status if prop- 
osed legislation is passed by 
the country’s parliament next 
week, government officials 
said. 

Strict new conditions have 
been slapped on the handful of 
Khmer Rouge officials living 
here, one rebel official said. 

He complained that new res- 
trictions had been issued on 
travel from the Khmer Rouge's ■ 
high-walled office compound 
in Phnom Penh, telephone 
links had been severed and 
contact with reporters forbid- 
den unless authorised by foe 
government. 

An earlier attempt by King 
Sihanouk to bring the warring 
parties together was linked to a 


so-called “five point plan.” 

This called, amongst other 
things, for the Khmer Rouge 
to declare a ceasefire, open its 
zones of control and demobil- 
ise its estimated 8.000-strong 
guerrilla army. 

In exchange foe government 
would open negotiations with 
the rebels to discuss their de- 
mands for an advisory role in 

government and an offer of 
cabinet positions for certain 
“acceptable Khmer Rouse 
officials." 

The Khmer Rouge's nomin- 
al chief, Khieu Samphan, re- 
jcctwl foe deal, saying there 
could be no preconditions. 

Only rhe Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas continues to hold out 
against national reconciliation 
after rejecting participation in 
last May’s U-N.-organised 
elections. ■ . 

The elections, won by the 
Royalist Party. led to the 
formation of a coalition gov- 
ernment led by King Siha- 
nouks son, Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh who holds the 
senior post of first prime minis- 
ter. 

Mr. Hun Sen, foe leader of 
foe old Vietnamese-installed 
government m Phnom Penh 

“ Cambodia’s 
second prime minister. 


1 in 5 Beijing 
marriages ends 
In divorce 

BEUING (AP) -.DivAe- 
oncc virtually taboo, is now the 
fete of nearly one in five I " ar ' 

riages in Beijing, according to 
survey results reported Friday 
The ratio of husbands who nit 
their wives is also one in Jive, 
according to the survey, but u 
was not dear if the divorcing 
couples were mainly those with 

violent relationships. The sur- 
vey of 2,100 households, con- 
ducted by the Beijing Society 
of Research on Marriage and 
Family, also found that most 
husbands leave household 
chores to their wives and that 
only 3 per cent of wives dare to 

initiate sex. The survey results 
were reported by the official 
China Daily newspaper. It did 
not give apy details of how the 
survey was conducted, nor did 
it give foe survey's statistical 
margin of error. Marriage was 
traditionally a family affair m 
China, and unhappy couples 
had no option of divorcing. 
Although foe Communists who 
took power in 1949 advocated 
individual choice in mental 
matters and some CommSiist 
leaders — notably Mao Tse- 
Tung — left their wives, 
among ordinary people divorce 
remained rare, tinged with un- 
respcctibfti ty . Only since the 
1980s has divorce become 
widely accepted. 

Bad spelling 
brings bank 
robber’s downfall 

BRAINTREE, Mass. (AP) — 
Spelling does count. A bank 
robber gave himself away be- 
cause he couldn't spell “thief," 
police said. Robert C. Me r con, 
19, was charged with two bank 
robberies Wednesday after 
police matched foe handwrit- 
ing on the two holdup notes to 
that on a note found in Mr. 
Mercon's pocket after he was 
picked up on shoplifting 
charges. The biggest clue: In 
all three notes, the writer had 
switched foe “I" and the “E” 
in “thief.” Witnesses later 
identified Mr. Merton as the 
bank robber. He pleaded inno- 
cent and was released on bail. 
A total of less than 52,000 was 
taken in foe robberies by a 
man who handed tellers a gpte 
demanding money and warn- 
ing he had a gun. The note in 
Mr. Mercon’s pocket was to be 
used for robbing a store, police 
said. 

Roseanne Arnold 
drops divorce 
action 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Tele- 
vision comedian Roseanne 
Arnold dropped divorce pro- 
ceedings against her husband 
Tom Arnold Thursday, blam- 
ing “outsiders, nasty gossip 
and lies" for her attempt to 
end their marriage. “Please 
forgive me to everyone I love. 
I just lost it completely," she 
said in a statement issued by 
her publicist, Kevin Campbell, 
three days after filing for di- 
vorce, claiming she nad been 
beaten by her spouse. Rosean- 
ne had been widely reported 
to have fled to Europe after 
filing her divorce petition. But 
said in the statement fhe had 
gone into seclusion in the Se- 
quoia National Forest in north- 
ern California. In foe latest 
twist in what has becordfe a 
real-life soap opera, Roseanne 
dedared, “I must apologise to 
my husband Tom and my dear 
friend Kim Silva for letting 
outsiders, nasty gossip and lies 
finally break me down and 
leave me reeling.” ‘Tom never 
hurt my children. And often 
our fights in the past have led 
to physical action which we 
both are learning to control," 
she said. Her spokesman said 
the divorce filing was not a 
publicity stunt by the couple, 
who have been known to 
tweak foe news media before. 

Constipated drug 

suspect charged 

5^LWGT°N (R) - New 
Zealand police Friday charged 
a man whom they suspect of 
swallowing a heroin-filled con- 
dom but who has not passed a 
bowel motion for three weeks 
Grant Stockdale had been de- 
tained under observation — 
without being arrested or 
charged - for 21 days, the 
maximum permitted u„ dc r 

anti ‘ <lru ? ^ws. 
On Fnday, three and a half 

boms before he was due to be 

Mr. Stockdafc °w* 
formally arrested and charged 
wfo postession of heroin for 
supply- He was remanded in 
* WJ?1 next Friday 
Police, who have been w-iirin™ 
in vain for Mr. Stockdale 
excrete the suspeS dllA 
=2 not 

^est was a result of his nas. 

swwf "it-; 



Sports 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Knight picks up poisoned chalice 

kSr^?^ AF ^ "" Bai y Kni S ht was named here Friday as 
“Ff 1 5 D™ Pup captain. He succeeds Tony Pickard £ 

W momh ntf SP °“ S ? osl lhankle “ task. Pickard left 
u TP 3 V ?ar of words ^ director of national . 
“®S n sR»? hard ^ Kn^t, 58, will also resume his 
^SS£*£f >S, ! ,0 S **. m t ana S ef of. men’s training. The double 
ppomtmens effectively makes him the new supremo of British 
tnen s tennis. A former British No. 1 who played in 40 Davis 
Cup matches spanning 11 years, Knight said; “I am happy to 
rejoin the national training department to try to complete the 
job I started three years ago. I will certainly give that, and the 
increased responsibility of the captaincy of the Davis Cud 
team, my very best efforts.” 

PeSe announce? wedding plans 

ORK (R) — Brazilian soccer legend Pele rev ealed 
rhursday that he plans to get married at the end of the month. 

I ne 3>-year-o!d Pele. who was appearing on a syndicated 
home shopping television show hosted by comedian Joan 
Rivers, announced that he will marry 33-year-old Assiria 
Nascimemo. He said he had known Nasdmento for more than 
10 years. Pele. who retired from soccer in 1977 after a 
star-studded 21 -year career which included 1,285 goals and 
two World Cup championships, said the wedding will take 
place in Brazil. He did not announce the exact date or site of 
the nuptials. He did reveal, however, that the ceremony will 
result in the loss of a bet he made with actor Sylvester Stallone 
on the set of the film Victory in which they starred. Pele said 
he bet Stallone that he would never remarry 

World Cup charm for Germany 

NAIROBI f AFPj — An African witch doctor is offering to 
put a spell on Germany’s opponents during the World Cup 
finals. Shariff Omar Abubaker. consultant sorcerer to several 
Kenyan socceT clubs, has warned German coach Bern Vogts 
that the omens for the World Cup holders this time are not 
good. But Abubaker makes it dear in a letter to Vogts that die 
German fortunes would improve dramatically if they availed 
themselves of nis services. “I am ready to help by bewitching 
your adversaries,’’ he wrote. Vogts has yet to respond and the 
reactions of Germany’s World Cup group Copponents — 
Bolivia. Spain and South Korea — are awaited with interest. 
There is no evidence of Germany having resorted to sorcery in 
their previous World Cup triumphs of 1954, 1974 and 1990. 

League drops handshake ban 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Officials of a southern California 
schools sports league have dropped a baa oo handshakes 
between opposing teams after being accused, of poor sports- 
manship. Tne ban cn after-game handshakes, imposed last 
month, was reported worldwide and inspired angry nils from 
as far away as Britain and Australia. ‘'This has causal more 
furore than anything that should be causing furore,” said 
Agoura High School Principal Jim Christiansen, who is 
president of the eight-school Marraonte League in Ventura 
County, about 30 miles (48km) west of Los Angeles. The ban 
was imposed because some students with bad feelings after 
games were- shaking their fists instead of their hands and a 
number of scuffles broke out. But on Tuesday the eight 
principals engaged in a telephone conference call and voted to 
return to the traditional symbol of good sportsmanship. 

UEFA turn down Juventus appeal 

GENEVA (R) — UEFA Wednesday turned down an appeal 
by Juventus against a four-match ban imposed on German 
defender Juergen Kohler. . Kohler was suspended for four 
European-club- matches after being sent off while playing for 
his club against ^fellow Italians Cagliari in the UEFA Cup 
quarter-finals in Turin last month. Kohler poshed an opponent 
during a flare-up between both sides and received a red card. 
Cagliari won the match 2-1 to knock out Juventus 3-1 on 
aggregate. UEFA also turned down an appeal by Austrian 
club Casino Salzburg against fines totalling 55,000 Swiss francs 
($38,000) for misconduct by their team and poor organisation 
during the UEFA Cup match with Eintracht Frankfurt of 
Germany in March. Otto Baric, the Croatian trainer of 
Salzburg who have since gone on to reach the UEFA Cup 
final, was earlier banned from the touchline for five matches 
for spitting at an opposing player during the same match. 


I SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

1 NEEDED 

No experience required. 

*vlust only be Jordanian or Fillipino 

SS Please call tel.: 834328 
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Saudi Arabia’s defender AlmohaJel (right) duds with Iceland’s 
Stefassoo during the friendly match between Iceland and Saudi 
Arabia at die Mayoi Stadium in Toulon, south of France, 
Wednesday, Saudi Arabia won 2-0 (AFP photo) 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANKA H WRSCH 


CI?S3 T'bM U*=1 : 


AVOID THE PROBLEM 


North-Souiih vulnerable. Scmfc 


deals. 

NORTH 

* A J 10 6 
” A 10 4 2 

■7 53 

♦ 62 

WEST 

EAST 

*3 

* 9 4 

“ Q J 9 8 :K75 


v K 10 8 6 v J 0 2 
♦ Q9 7 4 * K 10 8 5 3 

SOUTH 

♦ K Q 8 7 5 2 

" 63 

*• A Q 4 

* A J 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 3 * Pass 

4 0 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 7 

Even something as simple as a 
finesse a approached by the expert 
and the average player from diamet- 
rical^ opposite p&iiJla of view. Most 
players consider the gain if the fi- 
nesse wins. The chosen few think 
about the cost if the finesse loses? 

North's jump raise to three 
spades was a limit bid showing 10- 
12 points. Sotnh had no aspirations 
beyond game, but even that seem- 
ingly easy contract was in jeopardy 
without cCreful ploy. 

West led the queen of hearts and 
it is obvious the spade game » safe if 
the diamond finesse weir to win— 


declarer can lose at most one trick in 
each side suit. However, the pessi- 
mist realizes that, were the finesse 
to lose, the contract would inevita- 
bly be defected. It’s time to look for 
ar. alt ernati ve line to IhtiA it, 
contract. 

That hinges on keeping East off 
lead, so the first move is to dock the 
heart lead in dummy. P*-—f cannot 
rise with the king without setting up 
a finesse position in hearts which is 
sure to succeed, so that tteten Jw 
also must play low. West can do no 
better at trick two than confirms 
with the nine of hearts, taken by the 
ace. 

The next Step t» to plirmnnH, 
dubs as an exit suit for the detenus, 
m the process keeping East off lead, 
so declarer leads a chib from dummy 
and when East follows low inserts 
the jack. Beat defense is for West to 
win «nd return a <4»h- 

After taking' the ace of dubs, de- 
clarer creases to dumpy with a 
trump and ruffs a heart, fetching the 
king. Another trump to the table 
draws the last fang. Now declarer 
leads the ten or hearts and. when' 
East does not follow, discards a dia- 
mond from hand, trapping West in 
an endplay. West must either lead a 
diam ond into declarer’s major ten- 
ace or a dub, yielding a ruff -shift 
Either way the swap of a second 
heart loser for none in diamonds 
delivers the contract. 


“ FOR RENT • 3** 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

tk. Studio of one bedroom. K & B. 

-iz One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Annual Rent - Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 


| WE BUY USED FURNITURE 


Please Call 848559 

from 8-7 p.m. 


WTTZ 


JORDAN 

Announces its first opening at 
Mecca Street, featuring steel 
marble furniture in addition to 
local & foreign art works. 
Quality is high & 
prices are reasonable 
Galleria Jordan 
Mecca St. next to 
Rio Restaurant 
Tel.: 816755 


Miller wins women’s all-around title 
at World Gymnastics Championship 



BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 
— Shannon Miller produced 
two spectacular vaults Friday 
night to win the women's all- 
around tide at the World Gym- 
nastic Championship for the 
second straight year. 

Miller needed to score 9.775 
with her two vaults to win — 
and scored 9.812. 

The elite 17-year-old high 
school student from Edmond, 
Okla.. received 39.274 points 
for the four disciplines to re- 
pun the title she won last year 
in Birmingham, England. 

Lavima MHosovki of Roma- 
nia, who was neck-and-neck 
with Miller throughout the 

competition, won the silver 


Unlucky 

Courier 
defeated by 

Medvedev 

MONACO (AFP) — Andrei 
Medvedev overcame Jim 
Courier in an absorbing three 
hour battle to reach the Monte 
Carlo Open -semi-final here 
Friday. ' 

The 19-year-old Ukrainian 
won 6-7, 7-5, 7-6 in 3hr 20min 
and then apologised to his 
opponent. 

“I made so many lucky 
points and Jim was always for- 
giving me. He's the greatest 
competitor I’ve ever seen and a 
great person.” Medvedev said. 

"There was never more than 
one or two points in it." 

The last set took an hour and 
ended when the 23-year-old 
American hit a forehand out. 

Medvedev, who had knee 
earlier in the year, showed 
tremendous spirit to slog it out 
with Courier who last Sunday 
lost the Nice Open final to 
Spain's Sergi Berasategui. 

The Ukrainian now plays 
Russia’s Yevgeni Kafelnikov 
who had a straight sets win 
over David Rick! of the Czech 
Republic. 

Kafelnikov, who eliminated 
Michael Stich and Andre 
Agassi on his way to the 
quarter-finals, won 7-6, 6-3. 


medal with 39.236 points — 
just 0.038 behind. 

Dina Kochetkova of Russia 
took the bronze medal with a 
39.125. 

Miller scored 9.850 on the 
uneven bar,s 9.862 on the ba- 
lance beam and 9.750 for her 
floor exercise. 

The last person to win back- 
to-back women’s all-around 
world titles was Ludmilla 
Touriscbeva of the Soviet Un- 
ion in 1970 and 1974, when the 
championships were held every 
four years. 

Gina Gogean their routines 
Friday afternoon, but even- 
tually finished fourth at 39.061. 

Miller's teammate, Domini- 


que Dawes, was fifth with 
38.968 points. She was the 
joint leader after three 
routines but stumbled on the 
first of her two vaults, which 
scored only 9.250. She 'im- 
proved with her second vault 
for an average of 9.506. but 
lost her chance. 

Dawes, a 17-ycar-old from 
Silver Spring, MD., was in 
tears after her vaults and was 
comforted by coach Kelli Hill. 
The American led at last year's 
world championship in Birm- 
ingham, England, before mis- 
calculating a vault and 
finishing fourth. 

"I felt OK on all the events 
except vault." Dawes said. "1 


just pulled it too hard.*’ 

Coach Hill said the vault had 
been Dawes' weakness onto* 
into the event. 

"Dominique has stnagUti 
with this vault all week. jPJ 
like deja vu from last yegt* 
Hill said. ' 

'Almost 300 competitor* 
from 53 countries are pargff, 
paring in the six-day chftftt* 
pionship, which contiw^ 
through Sunday. "*'• 

Individual apparatus SnA 
are slated for Saturday 2 
Sunday, with Vitaly ScherboS 

Belarus, winner of six 
medals at the Barcelona oKS. 
pics, contesting four men's 
als. ** 


Miami clinches last 
playoff spot in east 


MIAMI (R) — The Miami 
Heat clinched the final playoff 
berth in the Eastern Confer- 
ence and shrank the already 
narrow advantage of the 
conference-leading" Hawks in 
the process with a 94-89 win 
over Atlanta in NBA action 

Glen Rice had 21 points, 
including two pressure free 
throws in the final seconds to 
seal the win, and Steve Smith 
added 16 for the Heat, who 
held off a late Hawks' charge. 

Danny Manning had 21 
points to top the scoring for 
Atlanta. (56-25), who had their 
lead for the best mark in the 
east — and home court advan- 
tage in the playoffs — cut to 
half a game over both the New 
York Knicks and Chicago 
Bulls (both 55-25). 

Miami held a seven-point 
lead 89-82 with just over a 
minute left, but Atlanta cut the 
deficit to three. 89-86. on a 
pair of Craig Ehlo free throws 
and a Manning jumper. 

Manning nailed a three- 
pointer to trim the margin to 
two with 14 seconds left. Rice 
hit one of two free throws to 
push the lead to 92-89. Atlanta 
had a final chance to rie the 
game, but Mookie Blaylock 
missed two three-point tries 
and Rice added two more free 
throws to end the scoring. 


In New York, the Knicks 
rebounded from a loss to 
Atlanta Tuesday by pulverising 
the Philadelphia Ibcn 130-82 to 
move right back into conten- 
tion for Eastern Conference 
supremacy. 

Patrick Ewing scored 14 of 
his 26 points in the third quar- 
ter and grabbed 15 rebounds as 
the Knicks matched a franchise 
mark for victory margin with 
their 48-point cushion. 

Ewing scored 12 points as 
the Knicks posted 28 of the 
first 34 points of the second 
half. The Knicks. who led 55- 
45 at halftime, shot 79 per cent 
in the period and took a 96-63 
lead into the fourth quarter. 

At Utah. Jeff Hornacek 
scored 23 points to lead a 
balanced attack as the Jazz 
topped the Portland Trail Blaz- 
ers 122-111. 

Karl Malone scored 21 
points. John Stockton added 
20 for the Jazz, who are fifth in 
the Western Conference and 
will most likely meet Phoenix 
or San Antonio in the first 
round of the playoffs. • 

Clyde Drexler scored 31 
points for the Trail Blazers, 
who are locked into seventh 
place in the west and will face 
Houston in the first round in 
the playoffs. 

At Golden State, Jeff 


Grayer scored 19 points ro | c-( j 
six players in double figures m 
the Warriors beat the s*e- 
ramento Kings 121 -do- to fg; 
main alive in the battle for ||u 
fifth playoff spot in the Wf^- 
em conference. 

Jud Bucchler added t 
season-high IS for the W*r. 
nors, who need to win 
last two games while the Uuh 
Jazz lose (heir last two to 
capture the fifth playoff spot 

In Houston. Hakeem Oi^. 
juwon had 21 points and [4 
rebounds and Robert Horn 
scored 20 to pace the Rockffa 
to a 126-100 romp over the 
Dallas Mavencks. 

The Rockets improved to 
58-22 and secured the second* 
best record in (he league. 

In Boston, Alonzo Mourn> 
ing had 21 points and 11 re* 
bounds as the Charlotte Hor» 
nets beat the Celtics 95-89 but 
Charlotte’s quest for a playoff 
berth ended with Miami's win. 

The win was the Hornets’ 
eighth in the last nine games, 
but their latc-scason surge was 
not enough to catch the Hea( 
in the race for the eighth play, 
off berth. 

Muggsy Bogucs had J3 
points and six assists for the 
Hornets, and Larry Johnson 
added 11 points and 13 re* 
bounds. 


////////// /SS / • 
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Instituto 

Cervantes 

INSTITUTO CERVANTES 

Convoca los siguientes puestos: 

-1 OFICIAL ADMINISTRATIVO (Ref. BEI-01) para su centro en Beirut 
Retribuci6n: 20.800 Dolares USA 

-1 OFICIAL ADMINISTRATIVO (Ref. AMM-01) para su centro en 
Ammdn 

Retribucion: 18.180 Dolares USA 

Se responsabilizard de las actividades relacionadas con la gestidn adminis- 
trative 

y econdmica del Centro. 

Se requiere: 

— Primer Ciclo Universitario en Empresariales o titulacidn equivalente 
— Experiencia minima de 3 anos en puestos similares 
— Dominio de los idiomas espanol y arabe 
— Ampiios conocimientos de informatica 

— Ampiios conocimientos de contabilidad y de gestion econdmica 
Se valorardn conocimientos de ingles 

La documentacidn, traducida al espanol, deberd ser enviada en sobre certificado 
a; 1 

Centro Cultural Espariol, Mohammad Hafiz Ma’ath, 10 B.P. 81 6467 - Ammdn, antes 
del dia 8-5/94 (15 dias despues de la publicacidn de! anuncio). indicando la 
referenda. 

La contratacion sera de caracter temporal y se regird por la legislacidn del pais de 
destino. . 



///////////////////////////////// 


Corey Haim & Corey Feldman. Nicole 
Eggert 

BLOWN AWAY 

Shows: 1130, 3:15. 5:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 1 



Tel.: 675571 

CONCORD 


N 

abQ Al Mashfn 


CONCORD ‘1’ ' 
A PERFECT WORLD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
MR. JONS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

The political comedy play 
FORBIDDEN 
FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 

Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG" 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 


Tel.: 625155 


■VI I*-'.. 


The Political Satire 

“Ahlan Arab 
Summit Conference” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Majali reviews tourism services 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali on 
Friday joined citizens and tourists in a trip by train around 
Amman and AI Musharta Palace. The trip, which ended at the 
aiport. was organised by Royal Jordanian (RJ)- Dr. Majali 
inspected RJ services at the airport and met with cabin crews. 
Dr. Majali called for upgrading the standards of services, 
noting that the success of tourism does not only depend on 
tourist attractions but also on providing services. 

Former Parliament member passes away 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker 
Taher Al Masri on Friday announced the death of former 
House member Mohammad AI Maayatah. The late former 
deputy, 83, served in several military posts, including that of 
the director of the Public Security Department (PSD). 

Energy delegation heads for Pakistan 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources headed by Secretary-General Abdul 
Wahab Al Zoubi left for Pakistan on Friday for orientation on 
Pakistan’s nuclear ability and technology. The delegation will 
gain firsthand information on Pakistan's experience in using 
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, particularly in such 
areas as medicine, agriculture, water and industry. 

Egypt tries to spot Algerian militants 

SALLOUM, Egypt (AFP) — Security forces have taken 
measures to block Algerian militants from trying to slip into 
Egypt in the guise of pilgrims on their way to Mecca, officials 
said Friday. Security forces will escort pilgrims and hold their 
passports when they enter Egypt from Libya at Salloum until 
they leave the country at Nuweida in the Sinai, officials said. 
“These measures are aimed at preventing Algerian militants 
infiltrating into Egypt," a security official at the libyan- 
Egyptian border said. The security services bad obtained 
information about attempts at cooperation between Egyptian 
and Algerian extremists. “The Algerian militants could take 
advantage of the pilgrimage season to infiltrate into Egypt and 
renew contacts with Egyptian activists," he said. Some 30,000 
pilgrims from Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and Maurita- 
nia are to start travelling to Saudi Arabia via the Egyptian 
border post at Salloum. The pilgrimage is planned for the end 
of May. Only Libyan pilgrims will be exempted from the 
measures. The g overnments of Egypt and Algeria are both 
locked in a bloody confrontation with militants bent on their 
overthrow. 

Pakistani beheaded in Jeddah 

RIYADH (AP) — A Pakistani was beheaded Friday in 
Jeddab after a court convicted him of smuggling heroin into 
the kind am, the Interior Ministry announced. The announce- 
ment identified the man as Mohammad Ashar Wahed Bakh- 
esh. It did not provide details on the arrest. Saudi Arabia rules 
by Islamic law, which prescribes beheadings for convicted 
murderers. Saudi theologians extended the punishment in 
1987 to serious drug crimes. Most of an estimated 70 people 
beheaded in 1993 were convicted on drug charges. So far this 
year, five people have been executed on drug charges; the 
others were another Pakistani, two Nigerians and an Indian. 
The announcement on the beheadings always warn dealers 
they will face the same fate, stressing that the kingdom is 
determined to combat drugs. 

German ‘Unde Scrooge’ arrested 

BERLIN (AFP) — A Gennan blackmail artist who went by 
the name “Unde Scrooge" as be evaded and ridiculed police 
for* two years was arrested here Friday, authorities announced. 
The 44-year-old man was arrested as be made a phone call 
trying to set up a meeting place with his victim for payment of 
a ransom. Police (fid not immediately give his name. “Uncle 
Scrooge,” as he called himself, since June 1992 bad been 
threatening the German food chain Karstadt to place bombs in 
its facilities unless he was paid a ransom of 1.4 million marks 
($820,000). To prove he was serious, he set fire to three 
branches of the chain in the last two years and on each 
occasion managed to evade arrest, often under incredible 
circumstances that ridiculed police. On one occasion last 
January, he asked chat the ransom be placed in a homemade 
train wagon placed on the rails of an abandoned station in 
Berlin. Once police placed the bag full of money made the 
wagon, it was activated by remote control but stalled and went 
off track after travelling a short distance. On another occasion 
in October 1992, he narrowly escaped arrest when a police 
officer chasing him slipped on some dog turd. 

Nigerian rulers to allow politics from January 

ABUJA (R) — Nigeria's five-month-old military government 
announced on Friday it would lift the ban on politics from Jan. 
17. 1995. An official statement in the inland capital Abuja said 
the second phase of the government's political programme 
would also be announced on that date. The statement said 
elections would be held on May 28 to vote for delegates to the 
government’s planned constitutional conference meant to 
deride what political system Nigerians want. The statement 
gave a detailed programme of events between now and the end 
of the year when the constitutional conference is scheduled to 
wind up and said that would be the first phase of its political 
programme. “The second phase of the political programme is 
■ expected to be unfolded on Tuesday 17 January. 1995 with the 
lifting of the ban on political activities," it said. 

- British caught with drug thought it was gold 

BANGKOK (AFP) — A British woman arrested at Bangkok 
aiiport with seven kilogrammes of heroin in her luggage said 
Friday she thought she was smuggling gold. A tearful Patricia 
Karen Hussein. 30, from Manchester, told reporters at a news 
conference called by police that her boyfriend of six months — 
whom she declined to identify — on Tuesday gave her a 
suitcase and an air ticket for the United States. She said she 
was to have been paid $2,000 on arrival in America. Ms. 
■Hussein said she did not suspect anything even though her 
boyfriend, who was to have followed her to Singapore later, 
disappeared the next day. ‘T didn’t think anything about it,” 
'She said. “I thought it was gold and jewellery. I thought it was 
gold because it was so heavy." But Thai police became 
'suspicious when she tried to board a flight Thursday at 
'Bangkok's international aiiport because of what they said was 
-her strange travel pattern. Ms. Hussein's ticket would have 
. taken her to Singapore, back to Bangkok, on to Zurich and 
;then to America. Her luggage also was unusually heaw, police 
■said. Officers searched Ms. Hussein's bag and found the 
heroin in the false bottom and along one side of her green, 
'nylon cany-on bag. Ms. Hussein, who said she is married but 
‘separated and has two children in Manchester, is charged with 
•possession, smuggling and trafficking in heroin. She is to 
-appear in Bangkok criminal court on April 26. 

teenager’s mother delivers petitions in Singapore 

.SINGAPORE (R) — The mother of American teenager 
-Michael Fay delivered clemency petitions bearing thousands 
•of signatures to the palace of Singapore President Ong Teng 
-Cheong on Friday. The five bound volumes, requesting that 
■the IS- year-old be spared from six strokes of the rattan cane 
■for spray-painting cars last year, contained more than 6.000 
signatures, the mother. Randy Chan, said. The signatures 
were gathered from Hong Kong, Singapore, the United States 
and Britain, one of Fay’s defence attorneys said. “This is 
obviously the last thing we can do to hopefully save Michael 
from the caning," Ms. Chan told Reuters. Fay’s appeal was 
Earlier rejected by a Singapore court, and only a pardon by 
■Ms. Ong can save the youth from the cane strokes, which leave 
permanent scars. 


100 injured in Amman soccer violence 


By Mnoem Fakbonry 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — More than 100 
people were injured on Friday 
m dashes and stone-throwing 
incidents during and after the 
last match of the 1993 soccer 
league first division cham- 
pionship between AI Faisali 
and Al Wihdat at Amman’s 
international stadium. 

The incidents started in the 
75th minute of the match when 
Al Wibdat’s international 
striker Hisham Abdul Munem 
was tackled by Al Faisali de- 
fender Rateb Al Awadat. 

Abdul Munem went after 
Awadat in the field and clashes 
erupted among players and 
fans, who started throwing 
stones and other heavy objects 
towards each other. Policemen 
moved in to end the rioting. 


Damaged in foe riots were 
several facilities at foe Al Hus- 
sein Youth City Qub and the 
two teams* buses. 

No exact figure on foe num- 
ber of those injured was avail- 
able. Official sources esti- 
mated the number to be more 
than 100, including eight 
policemen and several players. 
Other sources put the number 
of injured at 250. 

Al Faisali was leading 2-0 
when tbs rioting halted the 
match. 

Police used tear-gas to dis- 
perse rioters damaging Al Hus- 
sein Youth City facilities and, 
according to the sources, 
several people were arrested 
for questioning. 

The sources said police chief 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Rebel reinforcements 
advance towards Kigali 

U.N. forces begin major withdrawal 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — Re- 
bel reinforcements advanced 
rewards foe besieged Rwandan 
capital on Friday and a thread- 
bare U.N. mission hoped for a 
truce to end the country’s 
slaughter. 

Sporadic fighting between 
rebels of the Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF) and government 
units continued in the morn- 
ing. the commander of a 
scaled-down United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Rwanda 
(UNAMIR), Brigadier- 
General Romeo Dallaire, told 
Reuters. 

“There is lots of sporadic 
firing going on around Kigali. 
It looks like the government 
and RPF are fighting it out," 
Gen. Dallaire said in a phone 
interview from Kigali. 

Gen. Daliarie, a Canadian, 
said a column of fresh rebel 
forces had pierced through die 
captures town of Rwamagna, 
about 40 kilometres to the east 
and was now advancing on 
Kigali. 

“They are moving from 
Rw amagana. .. they are mov- 
ing westwards onto Kigali," be 
said, adding “it would be pre- 
mature at the moment to say 
who will take foe day.” 

The Red Cross says tens and 
perhaps hundreds of thousands 
of people have been killed in a 
tribal bloodbath between 
majority Hutus and minority 
Tutsis foal began two weeks 
ago after the presidents of 
Rwanda and neighbouring 
Burundi, both Hutus, were lol- 
led in a rocket attack on their 
plane. 

Gen. Dallaire, whose forces 
are to be reduced to a skeletal 
270 troops under a new U.N. 
order, said he hoped a cease- 
fire between the two sides 
could be arranged at peace 
talks in the northern Tanza- 
nian town of Arusha on Satur- 
day. But he said he was not 
aware of who would attend 


from the government side. 

The rebels have agreed to 
attend the talks to be chaired 
by Tanzanian President Ali 
Hainan Mwinyi but they insist 
they will only talk to the Rwan- 
dan army ard not members of 
an interim government which 
fled Kigali week. 

Some 1,000 United Nations 
peacekeepers Friday prepared 
to fly out of Rwanda in foe 
wake of foe ethnic bloodbath 
that an international aid group 
warned would worsen after foe 
.U.N. withdrawal. 

A U.N. spokesman said the 
rapid evacuation, ordered by 
foe Security Council in New 
York on Thursday, was being 
carried out Friday and Satur- 
day as foe ethnic atrocities 
continued. 

David Bryer, director of foe 
London-based aid group Qx- 
fam, said foe U.N. pullout 
would amount to a death sent- 
ence for thousands of Rwan- 
dans. 

“We are outraged at this 
short-sighted, callous deci- 
sion," be said in a statement 
here. 

“U.N. troops on foe ground 
in Kigali are doing their best, 
in terrible arcums&rjces, to 
protect fives... if foe Security 
Council make them pull out, 
then many thousands of civi- 
lians will almost certainly lose 
what little security they have.” 

The decision to withdraw 
most U.N. forces followed two 
weeks of carnage during winch 
10 Belgian peacekeepers were 
killed by government forces. 

Only a token force of 300 
soldiers was to remain, shut- 
tling between Rwanda’s rebels 
and government forces to try' 
and broker a ceasefire, U.N. 
spokesman Abdul Kabia said; 
try telephone from Kigali. 

Mr. Bryer said he had been 
told by a senior U.N. military, 
official in Kigali that “as many 
as 5,000 refugees currently in 


Kigali stadium, which is just 
one of foe U.N. -protected 
sites, have threatened to com- 
mit suicide if die U.N. pulls 
out. 

’They said rather die at their 
own hands than be brutally 
killed,’’ he said. 

Mr. Kabia said small arms 
fire was continuing in Kigali on 
Friday but that the Rwandan 
capital was quieter than earlier 
this week when heavy artillery 
battles raged. 

The cat in foe U.N. force, 
which initially numbered 2,500 
before Belgium withdrew its 
400-man contingent this week, 
stemmed from U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali’s prop- 
osal that it be either massively 
reinforced to restore order, or 
substantially reduced. 

The 1,700 troops till in Kiga- 
li and from 22 nations, with foe 
main contingents provided by 
Bangladesh and Ghana. 

The U.N. chief rejected a 
third option of a total with- 
drawal. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
said on Friday that 16,870 peo- 
ple had been killed in- nine 
villages around Cyangngu, fa 
southwestern Rwanda, during 
two weeks of inter-ethnic fight- 
ing. 

“The massacres were inde- 
scribable. Most killed were 
men and children,” a UNHCR 
spokesman told Reuters. 

UNHCR also said that 

90.000 people had fled Rwan- 
da for four neighbouring coun- 
tries, nearly doubling the num- 
ber in just two days. 

The agency said the new 
figure included 50,000 Buron- 
dis who have returned to their 
homeland since the presidents 
of the two countries were kil- 
led when their plane was shot 
down on April 6. In ''addition 

12.000 Rwandans have crossed 
over into Burundi. 


Feuds abort AOHR 
annual conference 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Arab Organisation for Human 
Rights (AOHR)-Jordan 
branch Friday expressed dis- 
appointment at what they cal- 
led foe failure of members of 
some political parties to rise 
above political interests at foe 
expense of Jordan's national 
interests. 

“Some politically oriented 
persons acted irresponsibly," 
said Suleiman Sweiss, member 
of foe AOHR’s administrative 
committee, commenting on the 
committee’s failure to maintain 
quorum for its annual meeting, 
which was scheduled for Fri- 
day. 

Dr. Sweiss told the Jordan 
Times on Friday that a mem- 
ber of foe AOHR “got upset" 
after arriving at the meeting 
place and started urging other 
members to leave so the 
quorum would not be readied. 
“Seeing a number of people 
leaving foe room, several other 
members followed suit,” and 
foe meeting could not be con- 
vened, Dr. Sweiss said. 

The meeting was supposed 
to the organisation’s 

future policy, hold elections 
for die AOHR’s 1 administrative 
commitfce and assess foe orga- 
nisation’s performance, which 
Dr. Sweiss said was unsatisfac- 
tory. He accused certain poli- 
tical parties involved in foe 
organisation of using the 
AOHR as a forum for political 
work rather than a human 
rights institution. 

Dr. Sweiss said that the 
meeting was deliberately 
sabotaged by some AOHR 
members because they re- 
sented what they saw as a 
“conspiracy" between Baathist 
and National Action Front 
(NAF) members of the orga- 
nisation to monopolise foe 
AOHR’s administrative com- 
mittee. 

Abdullah Hammoudeh, a 
member of the AOHR general 


assembly, told the Jordan 
Times that 30 members stayed 
away from the meeting in an 
expression of their dissatisfac- 
tion with foe .organisation’s 
performance. 

According to Mr. Ham- 
moudeh, candidates recom- 
mended for foe AOHR’s admi- 
nistration would be “more fit 
to work for charity institutions 
rather than a national human 
rights organisation.’' 

The proposed candidates, 
according to Mr. Hammoudeh, 
were people who “could offer 
nothing to the organisation in 
terms of promoting human 
rights in foe country.”. 

~ He said that the AOHR’s 
outgoing ad mini strative com- 
mittee was not democratic and 
asserted that foe panel should 
not be representative of a hu- 
man rights organisation whose 
most important challenge is to 
ensure the implementation of 

* democracy in foe country. 

The AOHR-Jordan branch 

• was established in 1989 • 

Members of foe organisation 
have had differences concern- 
ing foe priorities of the orga- 
nisation. According to activ- 
ists, some see it as a means to 
achieve political ends, while 
others seek to free die AOHR 
from political activities.' 

“There is a determined body 
within the AOHR that believes 
in foe organisation’s right to 
independence, and insists on 
steering away from the influ- 
ence of political parties," Dr. 
Sweiss said, noting that parties 
have the right to promote hu- 
man rights within their own 
parties’ activities. 

“They have no right to turn 
this humanitarian institution 
into a political circus,” be said. 

Dr. Sweiss said he regretted 
that Friday's meeting could not 
take place. -Dr” 

Sweiss appealed to all mem- 
bers of foe AOHR to devote 
their work within the organisa- 
tion to securing citizen's hu- 
man rights. 


Hamas ‘clarifies’ that no change in basic approach 
in move seen aimed at soothing dissent in ranks 


By P.V. Vrakanand in Amman and 
Wafa Amr in Jerusalem 


THE ISLAMIC Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, on Friday 
denied that it was signalling a 
shift in its fundamental 
approach to the Arab-IsraeU 
conflict by offering to recog- 
nise Israel in its 1967 borders 
and negotiate a peace agree- 
ment with the Jewish state. 

The group, in a statement 
issued by its Damascus- based 
political office, sought to rees- 
tablish that its objective was 
foe creation of an Islamic state 
“from the (Mediterranean) 
Sea to the (Jordan) River,” 
and that recent comments 
made by one of its senior lead- 
ers were misinterp ret cd by the 
media to imply that it was 
willing to abandon its call for* 
the elimination of foe state of 
Israel. 

It appeared that the “clar- 
ification” owed its origins to 
differences from within the 
group’s ranks in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Islamist activists and politic- 
al analysts in foe occupied ter- 
ritories said Hamas' leaders, 
fearing political exclusion at a 
time when the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
are moving towards Palestinian 
seif-rale in pails of foe occu- 
pied lands, had rushed into 
making conciliatory statements 
in a bid to ensure their surviv- 
al. 

As such, Friday’s statement 
was interpreted as a move to 
reassure those in the occupied 
territories who in principle re- 


ject any recognition of Israel, 
whether 1948 or 1967, by reaf- 
firming that there was no shift 
at all in the group's standing. 

Several Hamas leaders said 
although foe conciliatory stand 
was aimed at preempting isola- 
tion, it was also meant to show 
foe Palestinian people that 
Hamas was capable of achiev- 
ing better negotiating terms 
and a peace accord more re- 
sponsive to foe Palestinians’ 
aspirations than foe Israel- 
PLO autonomy agreement. 

At the same time, the 
.group’s leaders have to take 
into consideration foe opposi- 
tion such a stand sparked 
among the young generation of 
Palestinians. 

“Hamas’ grassroots, like ail 
foe young Palestinian genera- 
tion, are desperate for inde- 
pendence,” a leading Hamas 
figure told the Jordan Times in 
occupied Jerusalem. “There- 
fore any peace proposal sug- 
gested by Hamas’ high echelon 
will have to take this into 
consideration.” 

Fateh leaders who have 
maintained a secret dialogue 
with Hamas affirmed that they 
were aware of a "change” in 
the Islamist group’s stand and 
welcomed it because it gave an 
added momentum to demands 
for an independent Palestinian 
state in the territories Israel 
seized in foe 1967 war. 

Sheikh Ahmad Bahar. an 
Islamic leader in Gaza, said the 
group was “willing to negotiate 


vnfo Israel to achieve Israeli 
withdrawal from the Palesti- 
nian lands it occupied in 1967 
on the basis of U.N. resolu- 
tions. But this does not mean 
that Hamas has departed from 
its strategic goal of liberating 
all of Palestine." 

Friday's statement, a copy of 
which was made available to 
the Jordan tunes, echoed foe 
same sentiment. It said Hamas 
was committed to “escalating 
popular resistance and con- 
tinuing holy war as long as foe 
Zionist occupation forces re- 
main in our blessed Palestinian 
land and until the liberation of 
all the occupiyl land from the 
sea to foe river." 

It said comments made by 
Musa Abu Marzouq, head of 
the group’s political bureau, 
that a peace treaty was possible 
with Israel if it withdrew from 
foe West Bank, the Gaza Strip 
and Jerusalem did not imply 
any “concession to or accept- 
ance of foe Zionist enemy.” 

Explaining that the state- 
ment was issued to clarity the 
group's stand “in view of the 
popular and official reactions" 
to Mr. Abu Marzouq’s com- 
ments, “Which were not seen 
in their full context or misinter- 
preted,” the group said its 
“political programme" called - 
for 

— Total and complete un- 
conditional Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and Jerusalem; 

— The elimination of all 
settlements and removal of set- 
tlers from these areas; (The 
statement did not refer to Mr. 
Abu Marzoaq’s call for Israeli 


compensation for the losses 
Palestinians suffered as a result 
of occupation). 

— Fair, full and free elec- 
tions among foe Palestinian 
people living inside and out- 
side foe occupied territories to 
> elect a leadership which will be 
foe sole authority to speak and 
take decisions on behalf of the 
Palestinian people and repre- 
sent their goals and aspira- 
tions. 

Here was the key departure 
of the group from what Mr. 
Abu Marzouq had said. 

The statement said: “If 
Hamas manages to win the 
confidence of the Palestinians, 
it will express and reflect the 
mil of our people and mobilise 

^ ilar forces to achieve the 
liberation of our land.” 
(Mr. Aba Marzoaq bad r& 
ferred to the possibility of a 
“peace treaty” although he did 
not say between whom). 

According to Hamas leaders 
in the occupied territories, the 
strategy as outlined fa Friday's 
statement helps Hamas secure 
a role is the present political 
process. Without such a 
strategy, they said, Hamas 
would be left alone unable to 
influence foe course of political 
developments. 

Sheikh Bahar said the poli- 
tical leadership of the group 
outside the occupied territories 
has also taken a decision to 
participate in elections to the 
self-rule institutions envisaged 
under the Israel-PLO accord, 
but no decision has been takes' 
on bow Hamas should tackle 
foe PLO’s domination of the 
autonomy arrangements. 


Sheikh Jamil Hamami, 
another Islamic leader in foe 
occupied territories, said the 
decision was not acceptable 
since “participation in elec- 
tions will give legitimacy to the 
self-rule authority." 

The immediate objective of 
the group, be reaffirmed, is to 
“foil the setf-rale deal itself.” 
Palestinian peace negotiator 
Freih Abu Medein said Hamas 
had demonstrated political fle- 
xibility and pragmatism follow- 
ing the expulsion of more than 
300 of its members in Decem- 
ber 1992. 

He said Hamas* peace over- 
tures were a message directed 
“toe and not at Israel. 

^bey are telling the PLO 
we wifi not sit at the negotiat- 

^ toel. But we 
will nave a share in the cake by 

Ahdni^p 1 analyst Mahdi 
Abdul Hadi argued that 
reasons behind Hamas’ new 
stance were: 

."77 ^ Hamas continued re- 
sisting Israeli occupation 
through rejectionist stances- it 
wm be labelled the nu^bef 
?ri to Israel and the 
U.S V and thus Will have to pay 

a price it could not afford 

"Jto cr <**r to Ore 
Position and 
participated in self-rule insticu- 
tions, it would facilitate imole 
station of the PLO-IsSll 
“gd but without granting 
legitimacy, and it wofad isofate 
foe opposition inside foe PLO 


J * 


Balladur pledges ; 
100m francs 
to fight AIDS 

PARIS (R) — Pnnte Minister* 
Edouard Balladur has pMg 
his government would donate 
100 million francs (S17 milhon). 
to research into AIDS after a. , 
programme on seven television 
channels raised the same sum 
this month. More than 33 mil: . 

lion people watched foe unpns 

cedented joint programme AH- 
Against AIDS shown on April 
7 to fight the spread of the 
disease and public i8 no pJ?5*. 
and prejudice. “The AIDS- 
evening raised 100 million and 
I have decided that we wffl 
double that amount — foe. 
government will add 100 mik- 
Son,” Mr. Balladur said in a 
television interview on the pri- 
vate TF1 channel. The funds 
raised by the programme were 
destined mainly for research 
Into the disease. France has the, 
highest number of AIDS cases 
in Europe- The disease kills 15. 
people a day in France. There 
have been 32,000 cases since 
foe epidemic began in 1981 and 
an estimated 150,000 people 
are thought to be infected with 
the HIV virus which causes h 

acquired immune deficiency $ 

syndrome. f 

Princess Anne 
to be 1st royal 
in TV advert 

LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s daughter Princess - 
Anne is to become the first 
member of Britain’s royal 
family to star in a television 
advertisement — for a charity. 

The princess anil appear next 
week in foe advertisement to 
promote Save the Children 
Fund's largest ever fund- 
raising appeal marking its 75fo 
anniversary, the charity said. 

The charity, of which the prin- 
cess is president, was founded - 
by a British woman appalled * 
by foe suffering of children in . 
Austria after World War L It 
now operates in more than 50 
countries. • • 

Editor jailed . 

for column 

he wrote ; | 

NEW DELHI (AP) — A State > 
legislature has ordered police 
to arrest and jail a newspaper 
editor for a column be wrote in 
1992 saying that several law- 
makers had received help from 
thugs. The Maharashtra state 
assembly unanimously passed 
foe breach of privilege motion 
against Nikhil Wagle, and no 
court ruling is needed to cany- 
out foe order to jail him fqr- 
four days. Mr. Wagle, editor 
and publisher of Apia Mahanit 
gar newspaper, wrote a column 
saying several legislators bad 
been helped by thugs during 
elections that won them seats 
and that they are hypocritesT 
The legislative motion, which 
orders Mr. Wagle to be jailed 
as “a political prisoner,” said 
such columns tarnish the image 
of elected officials in the westr 
era state of Maharashtra. 

Clintons talk about 1 
the challenges 
of parenthood 

WASHINGTON (AP) 4 
, Fourteen-year-old Chelsea 
Clinton has inherited her 
mom’s “social conscience" and 
her dad’s talent for math, the 
first parents say. fa turn, mom 
and dad have learned a few 
things from their daughter. In 
an interview with Parents 
magazine. President Bill Clin- 
ton said be is a better person 
and a better president “for 
having been a father. Parent- 
hood ties you to the rest of life 
in a way and makes you less 
self-absorbed,” he said. HID- 
aiy Rodham Clinton added 
that “our willingness to just 
learn from Chelsea and respect 
who she is, the person she was 

has helped us a 
jot.” Trading compliments* 

Mr. Clinton said Chelsea had 
her mother's social conscience 
and discipline, while Mrs. Clin- 
ton joked that Chelsea “ce* 
lamly didn’t get her math abil- 
«y from me” and the teen had 
her father’s “remarkable fag 
mind and big heart.” In the 
interview, foe Clintons talked 
at length about the challenges 
and pleasures of parenthood^ 
a rare public reflection on foe . 

8 enera Hy try to 

jalhng Chelsea’s birth. Mis. 
Uinton said she delivered by 
v^aesarean section and Mir- : 
Uinton was the first father forf 
hospital let into us operand* 

for a kto. “I was awake 
and he was holding my hand* - 

“And then Ue 
talkuig to all the doe* 

And so it was* 
2JL thl * k,nd of group expeti- 
2*?: - we would have loved 
to have more children." 
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